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Web Search Personalization based on Preferences for Page Features

Soojung Lee

Dept. of Computer Education, Gyeongin National University of Education

ABSTRACT

Web personalization has focused on extracting web pages interesting to users, to help users searching wanted
information efficiently on the web. One of the main methods to achieve this is by using queries, links and users’
preferred words in the pages. In this study, we surveyed from the web users the features of pages that are
considered important to themselves in selecting web pages. The survey results showed that the content of the
pages is the most important. However, images and readability of the page are rated as high as the content for
some users. Based on this result, we present a method for maintaining relative weights of major page features
differently in the profile for each user, which is used for personalizing web search results. Performance of the
proposed personalization method is analyzed to prove its superiority such that it yields as much as 1.5 times
higher rate than the system utilizing both queries and preferred words and about 2.3 times higher rate than a

generic search engine.
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