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A Comparative Study on Music Preference
between School-Aged Children with
Cochlear Implant and Normal Hearing

Hwang, Sun Young*

This study was to examine music preferences of school-aged cochlear implant(CI)
recipients in comparison with normal hearing(NH) children. Participants were 12 CI
recipients and 155 NH children. CI children were recruited from a hospital in Seoul
and they had cochlear implants for longer than two years(M=4.7). NH children were
randomly sampled. All participants were asked to respond to a questionnaire and rate
their music preferences. The results showed that while 58.33% of CI recipients preferred
child voices, 71.61% of NH children preferred adult voices. For preferred frequency range,
both of CI and NH groups preferred higher frequency. With regard to preferred musical
styles, while CI children gave the highest rating(M = 3.58) to Korean folk songs on the
5-point Likert scale, popular music and TV and soundtrack music were found to be the
highest-rated styles(M=3.83) for NH children. These results indicate that self-rated music
preferences of CI recipients may be affected by a musical environment that these children
have experienced. The results also implies that the provision of appropriate musical input
and experiences would significantly affect future music preferences and appreciation
of CI children. Providing useful information about music preferences of CI recipients in
comparison with NH children, this study has significant implications for further studies
on this population.

Keywords : Cochlear implant, School-aged, Normal hearing, Music preference

* Seoul National School for the Blind Music Therapist
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