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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify the perception about the elderly
among undergraduate students interested in the elderly care business, Method: In this
descriptive research, a total of 183 undergraduate students were participated, The
instrument was consisted of a 18-item semantic differential scale developed by Sanders
et al (1984), Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, t-test, ANOVA, Scheffe test,
Pearson‘s correlation coefficients by SPSS 180, Result: Undergraduate students'
perception about the elderly was slightly positive(2 98+151). The significant factors
associated with the perception about the elderly were gender, age, present residing state
with the elderly, experience of residing with the elderly at the past, Male students'
perception about the elderly was more positive than female, Among 18 items, 'wise' and
‘knowledgeable' was highly related to the perception about the elderly(r=.671, p=.001),
Conclusion: These findings indicate that the items of optimistic, attractive, flexible and
good were the impressive perceptions about the elderly for the undergraduate students,
The result of this study can be utilized to promote perception about the elderly among
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(Table 1) General Characteristics of Participants (N=183)
Characteristics

Classification n(%)

Male 80(43.7)
Gender Female  103(56.3)
19-20 68(37.2)

21-22 50(27 .3)

A e 2305 44(24.0)
over 26 21(11.5)

. Married 6(2.7)
Marital status Single 177(96.7)
: Yes 132(70.6)
Survival of grandparent No 51127 3)
- . Yes 36(24 5)
Present residing with elderly No 111(75.5)
Experience of residing Yes 98(52.4)
with elderly at the past No 85(45.5)
Positive experiences Yes 104(56.8)
with elderly No 79(43.2)
. Yes 89(47 6)

Classed experience No 94(50.9)
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(Table 2) Degree of Pperception about Elderly Aaccording °I7b ftsitt.
fo the ltems (N=183)
o Male  Female _  — Average 4, CHARIO| Quby SMof M2 e oIl
M+SD M+SD M+SD
Wise 2784153 3.04+122 8 292+1 37 St o]o] Al Ao o o5 = po) didle
Kind 038+152 2814136 2  262+145 EFE Rl FAHOR sk Aold Hel it
Knowledgeable ~ 3,10+140 327+123 15 320+131 548 dE, A, 28R 5A, 3 5B FA, 2E3HY
Trustworthy 218+121 297+150 1 2.62+1 43 wolgte] FRA AY Loz i b Solah UEhgth
Generous 251+142 326+142 9 293+1 47 Table 4
Neat 2614135 299+143 4  2.82+1 41 (Table 4.
Active 304+169 343+147 17 326+158 tdabe] 2 =2l Aol #H$t F 187 T F MY B
Friendly 250+143 316+121 6 286+134 o 117)) B EAFoRE $93F Jo]E BHYPom Scheffe
Interesting 296+171 334+132 14  317+151
. . . . : : Az Azl= tloal 7k
Healthy 254+166 317+162 7  290+166 A% Ashs o 2o
Good 2394140 2924162 3  269+155 23~254 Hoe 19~204 FHeEok 77 ¥R ZEs)
Flexible 2814166 307+146 10 296+155 CH(F=2.745, p<.05), W& UF(F=4.143, p<.01), ‘st
Independent 284+152 359+147 16 326+153 ) ‘ ‘
: : : : : : F=3.38 <.01), ‘A=A olt}(F=4.831, p< .01), ‘FHZo
Liberal 278+148 3344137 13  300:+144 FH(F=3.389, p (0D, ST HOIH (4831, p.On), Aol
Attractive 281+164 3174159 12  302+162 '(F=3.519, p<.01), ‘WA o|th(F=3.240, p<.01), &4 ok
Tolerant 283+184 313+154 11 299+168 '(F=2.706, P< .05l =QI0A]o] T &2 Aoz eyt
Optimistic 256+143 3.08+1.76 5 2.85+164 E 23~254 ;](21“—/1_54_ 264 o) Hhe 19,“20*{] {]‘&EE]- 2
Uncomplaining  3.28+169 359+159 18 3.45+164 are] osAlolct o]y
Average 0704154 318+146 18  298+151 A 2R Al =4119, p.01), FHACF (F=4.104,
p<.01) oA =2l Qo] T =& FHOZ YERITE 23~254
Aok Qe ACR UERTHE-4811, p-.003). P 3 Heke 19~204 Weto} 21~224 Pehuoh FFHF £F
Scheffe 715 A 23~264] @} 264 o Feto] 19~20 (F=4.184, p< 0ol =9l el4jo] o %A vhepdet, whd 23
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(Table 3) Degree of Perception about Elderly by General Characteristics (N=183)
Characteristics Classification M=SD torF p
Male 2.72+1.06 -
Gender Female 31841 01 -2.980 .003
19-20 a 3,32+ 92
2122 b 2,94+ 94 003"
Age (years) 2325 ¢ 2.59+1 18 4811 ap>cd
over 26 d 280+1 15
. Married 2.42+182
Marital status Srale 099103 705 519
. Yes 291+1.04
Survival of grandparent No 3174100 -1.490 138
- . Yes 2 56+ 94 .
Present residing with elderly No 3.05+1 04 2 437 016
Experience of residing with elderly at Yes 2.83+1.04 . .
the past No 3.15+1.05 1975 048
Positive experiences Yes 298+1.08
with elderly No 2.98+1.03 ~029 St
. Yes 2.96+1.04
Classed experience No 099107 193 847

"p<05 " p<01, abcd; Scheffe
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ol Hrh @A ﬂ%*ﬁl—— o7 &3 FAEsF(=-2.010, p
<.03), e F Ak (=-3.955, p<.01), ‘BR3IF (t=-3.556, p
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