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The Causes and Status of Regional Development Strategy by
International Exchangesin Kyushu, Japan

Young-Kun Shin*

Abstract : This article explores the causes of why there are many international exchange festivals
and events regarding South Korea in Kyushu, Japan. It can be explained as follows. Firstly, Kyushu
is the closest region to South Korea and there are many transport links between the two places.
Secondly, Kyushu has many rich historical sites relating to Korea which would be ideal themes for
international exchange festivals and events. Thirdly, Kyushu has the highest number of sister city
connection with South Korea in Japan. This means that it is easy to hold international exchange
festivals and events with the sister city. Tsushima city in Nagasaki prefecture is thought to best
encompass all of the above criteria. Therefore, it would seem that Tsushima city is especially eager
to hold international exchange festivals and events with South Korea as a means of meeting the
regional development strategy.

Keywords : regional development strategy, international exchanges, festivals, events, kyushu
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