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ABSTRACT

A Research on the Character Modification in Animation Storytelling
: Comparative Analysis on “Hua Mulan” and <Mulan>

Kwon, Jae—-Woong

[t 1s important to create animation storytelling because it 1is
the most critical factor to make animation successful at the
box-office. As such, lots of researchers have paid attention to
Disney's animations because the Walt Disney company has produced the
largest number of interesting animations. One of Disney's
strategies to make story interesting is the application of original
works that were already open to public.

On this point, this article explores how Disney deals with
characters in its animation that 1is based on an original work.
Drawing a comparison between characters of <Mulan> and those of "Hua
Mulan", which is its original work, this article focuses on how
characters are created and used for the purpose of managing
animation storytelling.

Significant differences between two works exist. That is to say,
<Mulan> actively makes the use of characters. First, it creates
several new characters that are not seen in “Hua Mulan.” Those
characters can be divided into three groups by their roles;
realistic characters, unrealistic characters, and realistic
characters of unrealistic personalities. Second, Mulan in <Mulan>
has both masculine initiative and feminine adaptability, and each
one is used as necessary through the whole narrative. Last, it sets
up a relationship between characters either in a blood-based family
category or in a social category. Through these results, it is
possible to confirm that this modification of characters is solely
to manage the narrative with more flexibility.

Key Word : Mulan, Hua Mulan, character, creation, modification,
roles, personality, relationship, Disney
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