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Knowledge and Attitude of High School Girls on the Contraception and
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Purpose: The objective of this study is to investigate the knowledge and attitude on the contraception and induced
abortion in female high school students for providing the fundamental data in developing a practical sexuality educa-
tion program for the healthy conception and childbirth in female high school students who are in the child-bearing
age. Also, this study provides some foundational data for developing prevention education, counsel, and nursing
intervention programs. Methods: Data were collected from 270 high school girls by self-report questionnaires from
August 1, to September 31, 2010. Data was analyzed by percentage and Pearson correlation coefficient using SPSS/
WIN 17.0. Results: The correct rate of contraception and induced abortion were 43.3% and 48.8% respectively.
Participants had a moderate attitude toward contraception and a permissive attitude toward induced abortion.
Participants who had high score and home sex education were higher correct rate than any other. Conclusion: This
study indicates that efforts should be made to provide education on contraception and induced abortion to high school
girls to increase awareness. Also, educational programs should be designed to improve knowledge as well as pro-
mote a more positive attitude toward contraception and induced abortion.
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Subjects

Characteristics Categories n (%) or M*SD
Age (year) 16.48+0.88
Menarche age (year) 12.35+1.13
Affiliation with friend Very good 71 (26.3)
Good 122 (45.2)
Usually 75 (27.8)
Bad 2(0.7)
Achievement of learning Very high 15 (5.6)
High 40 (14.8)
Middle 127 (47.0)
Low 74 (27.4)
Very low 14 (5.2)
Father's attitude Very conservative 28 (10.4)
Conservative 84 (31.1)
Regular 101 (37.4)
Open 51 (18.9)
Very open 6(2.2)
Mother's attitude Very conservative 24 (8.9)
Conservative 59 (21.9)
Regular 85 (31.5)
Open 80 (29.6)
Very open 22(8.1)
Family monthly income (10,000 won) <100 9(3.3)
101~200 63(23.3)
201~300 98 (36.3)
301~400 63 (23.3)
>401 37 (13.7)
Contraception education at home Frequently 4(1.5)
Several times 32 (11.9)
Some times 17 (6.3)
Not much 47 (17.4)
No 170 (63.0)
Contraception education at school Frequently 88 (32.6)
Several times 153 (56.7)
Some times 19 (7.0)
Not much 5(1.9)
No 5(1.9)
Source of contraception education Teachers 251 (55.0)
Internet 74 (16.2)
Parents 43 (9.4)
Book, magazine 39 (8.5)
Friends 37 (8.1)
Brothers, sisters 7 (1.5)
Etc 5(1.1)
Knowledge of contraception 87.6143.3
Attitude of contraception 14.67£2.14
Knowledge of induced abortion 134.41+48.8
Attitude of induced abortion 10.78+1.87
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(N=270)

Correct answer rate

Rank Contents
n (%)

1 It is better not to use a condom in a sex because it reduces its pleasureJr 204 (75.6)

2 If you eat the pill, it should cause fatness | 157 (58.1)

3 Body temperature increases a bit during an ovulatory phase 156 (57.8)

4 Pregnancy should not occur as you take a coitus intcrruptusT 154 (57.0)

5 A sperm lives for only one day in the intrauterus ' 148 (54.8)

6 You should take an morning-after pill within 72 hours after having a sex 146 (54.1)

7 Using oral pills, the contraceptive effect will be last even though a skip of one dalyJr 128 (47.4)

8 In the non-permanent method of contraception, one of the most highly effective contraception 120 (44.4)

method is a thythm method '

9 Intrauterine devices (loop) should prevent pregnancyT 103 (38.1)
10 If you have a vasectomy, your sexual capacity and body strength will be decreased ' 89 (33.0)
11 I can calculate the ovulatory phase by the menstrual cycle 84 (31.1)
12 I know the observation of mucus 77 (28.5)
13 A ovum lives for only one day in the intrauterus 72 (26.7)
14 Pregnancy does not occur as a sex is in the period of the menses 66 (24.4)
15 The vaginal tablet is a type of oral pillsJr 48 (17.8)

TFalse,
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Table 3. Right Answers Rate for the Knowledge of Induced Abortion

(N=270)

Rank Contents

Correct answer rate

n (%)
1 The first abortion gives a psychological burden to women 256 (94.8)
2 An induced abortion may cause depression, regret, and guilt 250 (92.6)
3 An induced abortion causes a sense of loss and damage. 227 (84.1)
4 As the continuous pregnancy may affect the maternal health, an abortion can be allowed. 201 (74.4)
5 An abortion may cause lots of bleeding 198 (73.3)
6  Pregnancy due to rape, an abortion is allowed in the Mother and Child Health Law 188 (69.6)
7  An induced abortion causes infertility or death due to its complications 144 (53.3)
8  An induced abortion causes the cervix 137 (50.7)
9  An induced abortion is allowed as eugenic, genetic, and mental disorders are presented 131 (48.5)
9  An induced abortion may cause a genital infection 131 (48.5)
11 An induced abortion is an artificial discharge of a fetus and other accessories as the fetus cannot 119 (44.1)
sustain its life outside the mother
12 If it is necessary, doctors can make the fetal sex determination ' 110 (40.7)
13 An induced abortion may cause uterine perforation 107 (39.6)
13 For an induced abortion implemented by some drugs and other ways, the person who is involved 107 (39.6)
in the abortion will be punished by in jail below 1 year and penalty below 2 million wons based
on the penal code
15 A habitual abortion means the natural miscarriage repeated by more than three times 102 (37.8)
16  An induced abortion causes intrauterine adhesions 93 (34.3)
17  More than 28 weeks in gestation, an abortion is allowed by the Mother and Child Health Law ' 77 (28.5)
18  An induced abortion causes birth defects usually'r 37 (13.7)
19  An induced abortion causes some losses in appetite and stomach pzlinJr 15 (5.6)
20  An induced abortion causes chronic fatigues and general weaknesses ' 7 (2.6)
T False
5. m|Yut ASAMSHEHY XA R B ZHO| & o] 714 Wdths Zhe dAS Aol Hole FoRA,
er7i o v HrFAle] wE R FAviAE T3 4 #d
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AR A3, 9] QA2 9 A B = (=301, p<.01), YA T2 ST IUAA Y S5 HETel o5 A es A E T}
23 AT HE A X (=431, p<.01), LA H Q1T obd F J o B2 Stulofx] o] ]I4S ZFslstaL SIE Ul
ANFHE B (r=.-145, p<.05), AU =} AFANFTH & T3 AL AH F55 FAL F = A=A 7
o] A 2(r=276, p<.01) A= YEFYTH(Table 5) 2|7} np Eofol & Ao 2 AZhEr), ghA & A ollA] o
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Table 4. Comparison of Knowledge and Attitude of Abortion and Knowledge on Contraception according to Demographic

Characteristics (N=270)
Characteristics Categories RO torF foi torF A0 torF
sont M=SD Scheffe' M=SD Scheffe' M=SD Scheffe'

Achievement of Very high® 10.87+4.58 2.59* 7.4012,601 3.59** 37.00£3.79 .97

learning High 10.75%£3.02 a>b 6.78+£2.43 a>b 36.65%=3.58
Middle 9.94+3 44 6.87+2.61 35.82t3.64
Low 8.78%3.60 5.78%2.88 35.62%3.68
Very low” 9.36£5.22 5.00+2.48 35.21%+4.80
Contraception Frequently 12.25+3.50 1.32 8.50+3.51 1.81 40.50+4.12 2.51*
education at home Several times 1075+3.61 7.34%3.00 36.81+4.01 a>b
Some times 9.59£3.29 6.82£2.12 36.00£3,08
Not much 9.94+3.84 6.5312.66 36.21%+3.96
No 9.49+3.62 6.24+2.67 35.56+3.57
Contraception Frequently 10.53+3.89 3,78 6.94%3.00 1.49 36.43%£3.96 1.12
education at school  Several times 9.74%3.35 a>b 6.40£2.53 35.75%£3.59
Some times 7.58£3.99 5.58%2.29 35.05£3.45
Not much 8.20%£2.95 5.40%3.20 34.40+3 84
No 7.00+3.16 5.80+3.11 37.20+3.42

KOC=knowledge on contraception; KOIA=knowledge on induced abortion; AOIA=attitude on induced abortion,

*p< .05, #*p< .01, **p< 005,

Table 5. The Correlation between Knowledge of Contra- o st W& g 73t 3¢t o] A3 Ao &
ception, Induced Abortion and Attitude of Contraception,
ced Aborin oroj  AHEEOI Mg R 450l glol A g 4

Sl= S Eo] T RS §uElR] BEl= Ao 2 Hel

Variables KOC AOC KOIA P Sl Frlsh A1 S faehx Raho A

o, 97 e QAIS 3% 2 9l el 3ol theE
AOC 236"
< AR o] JuFolA I HF o] FopAof st K} A

KOIA 431 207 - -

’ Aol FAH o7 o]l Aol gk, T2 3o W

AOIA 1 -0 =037 & el Ak W RThs ST 22 e 42t
KOC=knowledge on contraception; AOC=Attitude of contraception; 10 &= 513F 2= ol E E o] & 5 7]
KOIA=knowledge on induced abortion; AOIA=attitude on induced G Aot w5 2= B2 FErt Hofop & A
abortion, o|t}.

*p< 05, #p< 01,
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Bws} o] date] AaEA mEy] fEY FE Qo S ASRE B S gou, A2 st 59 Aol
FtEn) 28EE 2R E o s 2rel A 7l A A3 F&-S K113 Choi $(2010)9] ATFZA TS H|3o]
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27 Jfute] vk B @ altha AL H), Calabretto (2009)E FUH=E HIHo2 2= A
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