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The Patterns of Interlanguage in Science Learning and
the Characteristics of Interlanguage through the Change of
Understanding of Science Languages

Yang, Chanho - Kim, Jiyeong - Shin, Pilyeo - We, Hatnim - Shin, Myunghwan
Kang, Doyoung - Kim, Soyo - Min, Hyunsik - Kim, Chanjong - Noh, Taehee*

Seoul National University

Abstract: In this study, we investigated the interlanguage of ninth graders that was used to classify and explain
the phenomena related to the change of the mattersin a group discussion and semi-structured interview. The patterns
of the interlanguage were classified and anayzed through the change of their understanding of science languages.
The analyses of the results suggested that the interlanguage of the students are classified into the three patterns
according to its meaning and form. Pattern 1 is science language used in combination with everyday language to
express scientific meaning. This was used by most students regardless of the level of understanding of science
languages. Pattern 2 is everyday language used to show scientific meaning, which was used by students who had
better understanding of science languages than the others. Pattern 3 is using languages with multiple meaning, which
was mainly used by students who have superficia understanding of science languages. Educationa implications of

thesefindings are discussed.

Key words: interlanguage, science language, everyday language, science discourse
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