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ABSTRACT

On the Restriction of Cable TV Local Channel’s News Commentary Function

Tae Sub Shin" * Jae Young Kim™

This study critically reviews the justifications for the restriction of cable local channel’s news commentary
function in terms of the fundamental principle of journalism. By doing so, it tries to find some problems
and ways to solve them. Broadcasting Law and Korea Communications Commission’s Rule inhibiting
the news commentary of cable local channel on specific issues conflict with the basis of journalism which
is particularly represented in Broadcasting Law. The law and rule tend to solidify public opinion for
vested rights of local worthies. In addition, they are likely to degenerate cable local channel to the
tools for promoting local government. Therefore, this article proposes the revision of the law and rule
towards permitting the news commentary of cable local channel. At the same time, it suggests a new
broadcasting policy for inducing cable local channel to increase manpower resources and production
investment.

Keywords: Cable Local Channel, Broadcast Journalism, News Commentary
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