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ABSTRACT

A Study on Formation and Dissolution of Ownership Restriction
System within Newspaper Act

Yong—Sung Lee’

This thesis reviews the process in which the regulation systems against ownership concentration of
newspapers established with the opportunity of legislation of the periodical act in 1987 was reinforced
as they were all amended to the newspaper act in 2005 and as they were again amended in 2009
it came to confront crisis in the aspect of press law legislation history.

The regulation systems against ownership concentration of newspapers established based on the principle
of legality of newspaper function in the Clause 3, the Article 21 of Constitution was reinforced as the
newspaper act in 2005 and in 2006 they began to shrink following the Constitution Court decision
against newspaper act. As newspaper act and broadcast act are revised in 2009, regulation against
combining the management of newspapers with broadcast and regulation against owning multiple number
of newspapers came not to exist. Because in this process, the opposition party also allowed limited
cross-ownership of newspaper and broadcast, it can be said that the system of newspaper ownership
regulation confronted the crisis of dissolution.

The instruction of regulation alleviation in a short period of time in spite of the fact that regulation
alleviation which allows cross-ownership of newspaper and broadcast is the matter of policy that should
be decided after long-term review of the change of media environment and the progress of the power
of domination of public opinion is dangerous. Newspapers are strong media with terrestrial broadcast
in formation of public opinion on politics. It’s because it is difficult to ignore the worry that the power
of domination of public opinion of the newspapers which are in oligopoly of newspaper public opinion
market can be spreaded to the territory of report broadcast. From the point of view that there is probability
for democracy to be ultimately threatened due to the shrink of political Darwinism caused by concentration
of media ownership, the alleviation of ownership concentration of newspapers should have premise of
long-term social discussion.

Keywords: Newspaper Ownership Rules, Media Cross-ownership, Newspaper Multi-ownership, Function
of the Press
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