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Public Attitudes toward Development of National Program
for Cancer Survivorship

Yeon-min Bae, Young-ae Kim, Sung-hoo Hong*, Ja-hyun Koo* and Young-ho Yun, M.D., Ph.D.

Cancer Management Branch, National Cancer Center,
*Strategy Planning Team, National Cancer Center, Goyang, Korea

Purpose: This study aimed to explore the public attitude toward the development of national health program
for cancer survivorship. Based on the results of this survey suggest the necessity of national health program for
cancer survivorship. Methods: We surveyed 1,015 adults who were over 20 years of age from the sixteen cities
and local districts of Korea. We conducted a telephone survey with a structured questionnaire on the post-treatment
care at the nation and on the permission as the handicapped for cancer. Results: Fifty-six percent of respondents
answered that post-treatment program at the national level is very necessary and twenty-seven percent replied
that it is necessary. Respondents emphasized ‘Expanding insurance coverage for post-treatment care’ (29.8%) and
‘Systematic education and rehabilitation programs after treatment’ (25.6%). This study found that a lower
educational level {adjusted odds ratio (aOR)=1.36; 95% confidence interval (C[)=1.04 ~ 1.771, earning under 300
per month {aOR=1.36; 95% CI=1.04 ~ 1.77}, being married (60.2%) {aOR=1.79; 95% CI=1.34 ~2.37} and
thought higher level of cancer treatment in Korea than the advanced (64.4%) [aOR=1.56; 95% CI=1.15~2.12}
influenced the positive attitude toward a national health program. Sixty-eight percent of respondents answered
‘Strongly agree’ or ‘agree’ to permission for cancer survivors as the handicapped. People who have been married
(72.4%) [aOR=1.89; 95% CI=1.41~2.53} and who have had a lower educational level {aOR=1.35; 95%
CI=1.03~1.78} responded that they agree more to permission for cancer survivors as the handicapped.
Conclusion: This study shows the positive public attitude of the public toward the national health program for
the cancer survivors. (Korean ] Hosp Palliat Care 2011;14:218-226)

Key Words: Attitude to health, Neoplasms, Survivors, National health program
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Table 2. Comparison of Characteristic of Subjects by Attitude toward Post Treatment Care and Permission as the Handicapped.

Post-treatment care (N=1,015)

Permission as the handicapped*

(@OR)=1.36; 95% confidence interval (CI)=1.04 to 1.771, 7]

(N=1,011)
Necessary Unnecessary P-value Agree Disagree P-value
N % N % N % N %
Sex 0.815 0.603
Male 279 56.1 218 43.9 333 67.3 162 32.7
Female 287 55.4 231 44.6 355 68.8 161 31.2
Age 0,004 <0,001
<40 255 51.2 243 48.8 309 62.2 188 37.8
>40 311 60.2 206 39.8 379 73.7 135 26.3
Education 0.002 0.006
High school and under 333 60.3 219 39.7 394 71.6 156 284
College or over 232 50.4 228 49.6 291 63.5 167 36.5
Residential district 0.477 0.309
Metropolitan 227 54.4 190 45.6 275 66.3 140 33.7
Others 339 56.7 259 43.4 413 69.3 183 30.7
Occupation 0.712 0.200
Economically active population 286 55.2 232 44.8 362 70 155 30
Non-economically active population 279 56.4 216 43.6 326 66.3 166 33.7
Marital status <0.001 <0,001
Married 434 60.2 287 39.8 520 72.4 198 27.6
Unmarried 132 44.9 162 55.1 168 57.3 125 42.7
Household income (10,000 won) <0.001 0.027
<300 297 61.5 186 38.5 343 71.5 137 28.5
>300 269 50.6 263 49.4 345 65 186 35
Concern at the time of cancer diagnosis 0.031 0.722
Psychological 216 51.6 203 484 282 67.5 136 3.5
Social, economic or informational 336 58.4 239 41.6 392 68.5 180 31.5
Quality of cancer treatment in Korea 0.001 0.266
High 161 64.4 89 35.6 163 65.2 87 34.8
Low 394 52.6 89 47.4 514 69 231 31.0
*Permission as the handicapped: Non respondent 4, Bold type indicates statistical significance.
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Table 3. Odds Ratios and 95% Confidence Intervals from Backward Logistic Regression Analysis Predicting Attitude toward Post Treatment Care

and Permission as the Handicapped®.

Post treatment care

Permission as the handicapped

Characteristics
OR' 95% 1’ OR 95% Cl

Age NS NS

<40

>40
Education

College or over 1 1

High school and under 1.363 1.047~1.775 1.355 1.030~1.783
Marital status

Unmarried 1 1

Married 1.790 1.349~2.375 1.898 1.419~2.539
Household income (10,000 won) NS

>300 1

<300 1.361 1.045~1.773
Concern at the time of cancer diagnosis NS NS

Psychological

Social, economy or informational
Level of cancer treatment in Korea NS

Low 1

High 1.568 1.156~2.126

*Backward logistic regresswn with varlables that significantly assoc1ated with attitude toward post treatment care and permission as the handicapped

in univariate analysis, TOR: odds ratio, TCI: confidence interval,
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