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A Study on the Effects to the Change of Social Capital from
Participation in Elderly Employment Programs

Jang, Yu-Mi
(Changshin College)

This study has been conducted to assess the effectiveness of the elderly
employment programs through change of social capital by understanding how
the elderly employment programs in the elderly employment policy of Korea has
effected the change of social capital.

The method of research was to design the research in the nonequivalent
control groups design from the quasi-experimental design for the 500 elderly who
participated and 250 who have not participated in the elderly employment
programs through distributing structured questionnaire by classifying into before
and after the project during 7 months from March 1, 2010 to September 30, 2010
to those above 65 living in Changwon. The social capital which is an important
variable among the measurement index of the study has been set as trust,
network, and social participation fields based on the aforementioned theoretic
background. When the fact that there is a partial difference in the change of
social capital of the elderly according to the participation in the elderly
employment programs and the timing (before/after) is looked at in terms of
change of social capital after controlling the general character of the elderly and
the pre-score, there are differences per timing according to the participation in
the elderly employment programs. Thus, the participation in the elderly
employment programs had a significant difference in the change of social capital.

It is possible to see that the trust, network, and social participation of the
social capital all increased in the elderly with difficulties in their living status. It
can be seen that the participation in the elderly employment programs brings
forth increase of social capital for the elderly with difficulties in their living
status. Among the social capitals, the elderly who participated in the elderly
employment programs showed that the trust increased the most. Consequently, in

order to increase the comprehensive social capital, the programs must be carried
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out focused on the vulnerable class in parallel to the elderly employment

programs for the general elderly of other classes.

Key words: elderly employment programs participation, trust, network, social

participation, the change of social capital
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