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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to investigate the possibility of creating new theatrical
contents by performance anthropological approach. Today’s traditional performing arts are
historically descended and developed in the forms of Ahk, Hee, and Geuk. Among those,
Dongrae-yaru is a traditional mask dance, handed down in Dongrae, Pusan and appointed as
the 18th intangible cultural asset. Its performance is carried out in the juxtaposition of Ahk,
Hee, and Geuk. Korean theatre in the 21st century seems going back to realism after going
through post-modern cultural phenomenons. However, the quest for alternative theatre is raised
higher than ever. As a part of this strive, this paper asserts the traditional performing arts
should be investigated as an alternative and new theatrical form. Among those traditional
performing arts, Dongrae-yaru is selected for its well balanced combination of Ahk, Hee, and
Geuk. The study examines in depth how each element of Ahk, Hee, and Geuk, they are
expressed in forms of folk music, refined dance, jest, satire, wit. Its investigation on the stage
adaptation provides the possibility for the new style and codification as the new theatre
contents.
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