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Abstract Critical thinking is recognized as core competency for dental hygiene practice. The purpose of this study was
to investigate relationship between critical thinking disposition and grade, types of educational programs and satisfaction
with interpersonal relationship, major, clinical practice. Total 909 students in associate and baccalaureate dental hygiene
educational program completed self-reported questionnaire on critical thinking disposition inventory developed by
Yoon(2004). The mean score for critical thinking disposition was 3.38~3.39 on a 5 point scale. There was no difference
in critical thinking disposition scores between students of associate and baccalaureate programs. There was no difference
in critical thinking disposition scores between grade of students. The results showed a statistically significant relationship
between critical thinking disposition and satisfaction with interpersonal relationship and major. Multivariate analysis of
variance(MANOVA) revealed that all subscales for three groups according to satisfaction with interpersonal relationship
were significantly different(Pillai's trace=0.075, F(14,1782)=4.979, p<0.001) and all subscales for three groups according
to satisfaction with major were significantly different(Pillai's trace=0.035, F(14,1728)=2.257, p=0.005).
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