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A Study on the Dental Hygienists' Image Perceived by
Health Allied College Students

Mi-Jeong Kim', Hye-Kyung Lee and Young-Im Kim
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to examine the perception of health-related majors in their third year of college
about the image of a dental hygienist as prospective dental personnels. The findings of the study were as follows: 1.
Concerning perception of the image of a dental hygienist by geographic region, the college students from large cities gave
89.07 to that, and the college students from small and mid-sized urban areas gave 85.03. The former gave higher marks
to the image of a dental hygienist, and the gap between the two was statistically significant. By department, the students
who majored in physical therapy gave the highest score of 88.93, dental technology and radiology gave the second
highest score of 86.91. The clinical pathology gave the third highest score of 83.28, and the gaps among them were
significant. 2. As for their perception of the four subfactors(qualifications, roles, social participation and interpersonal
relationship) of the image of a dental hygienist by geographic region, there were statistically significant gaps in their way
of looking at the qualifications, roles and interpersonal relationship of a dental hygienist. By department, the physical
therapy majors gave the highest marks to all the four subfactors. 3. When they were asked to give one or more answers to
the question what affected their image building about a dental hygienist, the largest number of the students that accounted
for 67.9 percent replied that the looks of dental hygienists whom they saw in dental clinics or hospitals impacted on their

image of a dental hygienist.
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Table 1. The general characteristics of the college students by geographic region

Geographic region

Classification Large cities Small and mid cities
N=206 N=333

Gender Male 118(45.6) 141(54.4)
Female 88(31.4) 192(68.6)
Age 21 to 22 77(37.4) 192(57.7)
23 to 24 75(36.4) 63(18.9)
>25 54(26.2) 78(23.4)
Interchange of dental hygienists Yes 67(32.5) 98(29.4)
No 139(67.5) 235(70.6)
Whether there is a relative who is a dental Yes 30(14.6) 37(11.1)
hygienist or not No 176(85.4) 296(88.9)
Distinction between a dental hygienist and Yes 73(35.4) 75(22.5)
a assistant nurse No 133(64.6) 258(77.5)
Total 206(100.0) 333(100.0)

Table 2. The general characteristics of the college students by department

Department
Classification - B .
Physical therapy Radiology Dental technology Clinical pathology
Gender Male 64(51.2) 86(60.6) 90(58.4) 19(16.1)
Female 61(48.8) 56(39.4) 64(41.6) 99(83.7)
Age 21 to 22 71(56.8) 60(42.3) 64(41.6) 74(62.7)
23 to 24 11( 8.8) 51(35.9) 51(33.1) 25(21.2)
>25 43(34.4) 31(21.8) 39(25.3) 19(16.1)
Interchange of dental hygienists Yes 22(17.6) 39(27.5) 72(46.8) 32(27.1)
No 103(82.4) 103(72.5) 82(53.2) 86(72.9)
Whether there is a relative who is a dental Yes 14(11.2) 18(12.7) 24(15.6) 11(9.3)
hygienist or not No 130(84.4) 124(87.3) 130(84.4) 107(90.7)
Distinction between a dental hygienist and a Yes 36(28.8) 19(13.4) 66(42.9) 27(22.9)
assistant nurse No 89(71.2) 123(86.6) 88(57.1) 91(77.1)
Total 144(100.0) 142(100.0) 154(100.0) 118(100.0)

2. X[2te|HAF o|o|X] H=e} Xlo] £4

1) A9 XA AYA}L o|n|R] e} zjo] FA]

HAAE tistAe] Az sh= XA o|vA] o=
Z 14548 WA 86.574 0.2 VERITH

AGE 2= A tishao] 89.07H02 FAEA| 8
AE 85.038 Hu} AAYAAF o|vR] F AG7t 25 H
=%on, BAZHOZ {Fot ZolE EITHp=0.004,
Table 3).

2) g XA} o]m]R] et Zpo] A

sapd 2= B XS 88.894, A7|wa), WAt
£ 86914, YT} 83.284 £o & YEhton, 2|
HLAL olux] F AEF= FT zols UERIT
(p=0.046, Table 4).

Table 4. The total scores that the college students gave to the
image of a dental hygienist by department

Department M=+SD F p
:I'able 3. The total scores that the college stu.dents gave to the Physical therapy 88.89+12.92° 2691 0.046*
image of a dental hygienist by geographic region
Geographic region M=SD t p Radiology 86.91:16.44"
Large cities 89.07+18.33 2918 0.004* Dental technology ~ 86.91+16.82"
Small and mid cities 85.03+13.71 Clinical pathology 83.28+15.82°
Total 86.57+14.74 *: p<.05

*: p<.05
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Table 5. Differences in their perception of the four subfactors of the image of a dental hygienist by geographic region

Variable Geographic region N M=+SD t p
Dental hygienists' Qualifications Large cities 206 28.56+6.45 3.741 0.000%**
image Small and mid cities 333 27.35+4.90
Roles Large cities 206 20.03+4.38 2.774 0.006*
Small and mid cities 333 18.75£3.52
Social participation Large cities 206 22.02+5.08 1.270 0.205
Small and mid cities 333 20.90+4.19
Interpersonal relationship Large cities 206 18.60+3.72 2.470 0.014*
Small and mid cities 333 18.23£3.00
*: p<.05, **: p<.001
Table 6. Differences in their perception of the four subfactors of the image of a dental hygienist by department
Variable Geographic region N M=+SD F p
Dental hygienists' Qualifications Physical therapy 125 28.89+4.19 1.225 0.300
image Radiology 142 27.70+5.79
Dental technology 154 28.21+5.89
Clinical pathology 118 26.28+5.57
Roles Physical therapy 125 19.67+3.60 1.404 0.241
Radiology 142 19.46+3.99
Dental technology 154 18.95+4.20
Clinical pathology 118 18.91+3.74
Social participation Physical therapy 125 21.76+4.02° 3.281 0.021*
Radiology 142 21.52+4.94*
Dental technology 154 21.34+4.70°
Clinical pathology 118 20.62+4.47°
Interpersonal relationship Physical therapy 125 18.80+2.71° 4.916 0.002*
Radiology 142 18.33+3.28%
Dental technology 154 18.66+3.69°
Clinical pathology 118 17.60+3.24*
*: p<.05

Table 7. The distribution of their answers to the question about image building of a dental hygienist by geographic region

o o N Geographic region
Image building of a dental hygienist o — —
(%) Large cities Small and mid cities
In TV dramas 26( 4.8) 14( 6.8) 12( 3.6)
In newspapers or magazines 31( 5.8) 15( 7.3) 16( 4.8)
I saw among friends or family members 108(20.0) 49(23.8) 59(17.7)
In dental clinics or hospitals 366(67.9) 126(61.2) 240(72.1)
Through online information 33( 6.1) 8( 3.9) 26( 7.5)
Secondhand experiences through professors 39(7.2) 12( 5.8) 27( 8.1)
I met during clinical practice 50( 9.3) 27(13.1) 23( 6.9)

Double answer
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Table 8. The distribution of their answers to the question about image building of a dental hygienist by department.

N Department
Image building of a dental hygienist %) Physical therapy Radiology . glir(;tli]gy pgtlﬁgf)agly
In TV dramas 26( 4.8) 7( 5.6) 6(4.2) 5(3.2) 8( 6.8)
In newspapers or magazines 31( 5.8) 6(4.2) 7( 5.6) 13( 8.4) 5(4.1)
I saw among friends or family members 108(20.0) 14(11.2) 35(24.6) 39(25.3) 20(16.9)
In dental clinics or hospitals 366(67.9) 98(73.6) 88(62.0) 102(66.2) 84(71.2)
Through online information 33( 6.1) 9(7.2) 1( 0.6) 1( 0.6) 3(2.5)
Secondhand experiences through professors 39(7.2) 10( 8.0) 14( 9.9) 8(5.2) 7(5.9)
I met during clinical practice 50( 9.3) 15(12.0) 11(7.7) 21(13.6) 3(2.5)
Double answer
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