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Objectives :

This study was conducted to compare the object relations and parenting behavior of the mothers of children with

attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) with that of the mothers with normal children.

Methods : In this study, we studied 64 mothers of children who were diagnosed with ADHD and 90 mothers of normal chil-
dren. The mothers completed the Bell Object Relations Inventory (BORI), the Parenting Behavior Inventory (PBI), the Parenting
Stress Index (PSI) and the Parenting Sense of Competence (PSOC) scale.

Results : As compared with the mothers of normal children, the mothers of children with ADHD showed significantly differ-

ent results for the parenting stress and parenting efficacy. For parenting behavior, the mothers of children with ADHD perceived

their mothering as being more neglectful. On the other hand, the mothers of the normal control group perceived their mothering

as being more affectionate and the fathers as being more reasonable and monitoring.

Conclusion : This study suggests there is a significant difference of object relation between the mothers of children with

ADHD and the mothers with normal children. The object relation pathology of the mothers of children with ADHD might con-

tribute to impaired parenting behavior. The result of the present study indicate that inadequate grandparental rearing behavior af-

fects the insecure object relation of their child (the mother), and a mother’s insecure object relation affects their parental stress

and parenting efficacy.
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. ADHD (n=64) Control (h=90) )
Variables % -value p-value
PG (n=30) NG (n=34) PG (n=21) NG (n=69)
Mother
Age (years)' 40.07£5.11 40.74£3.76 39.24+£4.06 39.89£3.14 490
Education (years) ' 13.37+2.83 14.26+0.91 14.86+2.24 16.43+1.22 .553
Marital Status (%)* 14.34 11
Married 25(88.3) 30(88.2) 20 (95.2) 70 (100)
Bereaved 1(3.3) 1(29) 0 0
Divorced 3(10.1) 3(8.8) 1( 4.8 0
Separated 1(3.3) 0 0 0
Economic status 3.00+1.01 3.08+1.05 3.61+1.39 4.12+1.35 440
(million won)
Child
Sex (%)* 18.89 <.001
Male 26 (86.7) 31(91.2) 12(57.1) 39 (55.7)
Female 4(13.3) 3(8.8) 9 (42.9) 30 (42.9)
Age (years)' 9.50+2.64 10.21+1.80 10.19£3.61 9.87+2.72 .140

« © statistical test was done by y*test, T : statistical test was done by t-test. PG : pathologic group of object relation, NG : normall
group of object relation, ADHD : attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder
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Table 2. Comparison of parenting stress Index, parenting sense of competence

) ADHD (n=64) Control (n=90)
Variables F Post-hoc
PG (n=30) NG (n=34) PG (n=21) NG (n=69)
PSI
Total 86.73+£10.92 77.62+15.18 75.05+11.09 62.83+11.46 30.38" 1>2, 3>4*
General stress 28.87+ 4.66 24.47+ 5.89 27.48+ 4.10 22.77+ 4.31 13.837 1>2, 3>4*
Child temper stress 28.03+ 5.82 2474+ 6.22 2471+ 5.00 19.61+ 4.82 19.871 1,2, 3>4*
Child relationship stress 2983+ 6.00 2841+ 7.71 22.86+ 5.50 20.44+ 4.94 24,467 1,2>3, 4*
PSOC
Total 100.70£10.62 105.68+10.02 101.76+£10.44 112.77+8.85 14.687 1,2, 3<4*
General competence 18.03+ 2.17 19.24+ 2.07 18.00+ 2.93 18.70£2.05 2.15
Health 1713+ 3.30 18.65+ 2.87 17.33+ 2.10 19.61£2.39 7.807 1,3<4*
Communication 24.40+ 3.51 2474+ 3.45 2424+ 3.20 27.73£2.63 14177 1,2, 3<4*
Teaching ability 27.93+ 3.61 28.62+ 3.18 28.57+ 3.42 31.24£2.78 11.08* 1,2, 3<4*
Rearing ability 13.20+ 3.12 14.44+ 1.67 13.62+ 1.85 15.49+1.86 9.911 1, 3<4*

* 1 p<.05, T :p<.001.PSI: parenting stress index, PSOsC : parenting sense of competence, PG : pathologic group of object re-
lation, NG : normal group of object relation, ADHD : attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder

Table 3. Comparison of bell object relation inventory, parent behavior inventory

. ADHD (n=64) Control (n=90)
Variables F Post-hoc
PG (n=30) NG (n=34) PG (n=21) NG (n=69)
BORI
ALN 60.23+5.59 48.91+4.96 58.95+ 8.09 48.00+4.74 49.341 1,3>2,4"
IA 51.67+7.74 42.76+574 53.29+10.95 42.36+6.92 19.76" 1,3>2,4"
EGC 57.60+9.98 47.29+6.78 61.81+ 851 48.54+6.63 25717 1,3>2,4"
S| 54.97+7.34 46.71+6.30 56.48+ 7.87 45.50+4.85 28.72° 1,3>2,4"
PBI
Affection F 7.13+3.83 8.32+4.53 9.43+ 3.04 11.06+2.99 10.147 1,2<4*
M 9.63+3.54 10.97+3.88 11.38+ 2.57 13.21+1.60 13217 1,2<4*
Reasoning F 8.73+4.54 10.53+5.58 11.24+ 3.19 13.11+3.30 8.671 1,2<4*
M 10.37+3.36 12.56+4.29 13.05+ 3.10 14.67+3.03 11.60° 1,2<4*
Abuse F 7.03+3.76 6.24+3.13 671+ 223 6.81+2.74 1.36
M 9.97+2.63 7.68+2.56 8.14+ 1.62 6.73+2.00 15.057 1>2, 3, 4*
Intrusiveness F 8.93+5.12 10.21+5.70 11.62+ 2.29 12.77+4.38 5.581 1<4*
M 10.13+2.78 10.97+4.35 1276+ 2.82 13.11+4.21 5.407 1<4*
Over- F 11.00+5.83 10.62+6.06 12.00+ 2.34 12.79+4.31 1.89
expectation M 13.13+3.89 13.03+5.20 13.81+ 3.90 12.94+3.98 0.22
Monitoring F 7.97 +4.39 7.82+435 7.52+ 1.50 8.77+3.06 1.04
M 10.33+4.08 8.12+3.06 8.71+ 3.30 8.26+2.49 3.68 1>2,4*
Neglect F 10.30+5.43 8.00+3.78 10.52+ 2.99 8.97+2.93 3.01
M 11.77+3.46 8.06+2.93 8.81+ 287 7.99+2.31 14187 1>2,3,4*
Inconsistency  F 10.90+5.64 14.32+6.94 1457+ 2.42 17.19+4.12 11.347 1<4*
M 12.40+3.63 16.62+5.64 16.19+ 2.83 18.20+3.52 14.547 1<2, 3, 4*

1. p<0.05 1 :p<.001.PG : pathologic group of object relation, NG : normal group of object relation BORI : bell object relation
Inventory, ALN : alienation, IA : insecure attachment, EGC : ego-centricity, Sl : social Incompetence, PBI : parent behavior In-
ventory, F : father, M : mother, ADHD : attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder
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Table 4. Multiple regression analysis of Bell Object Relation Inventory subscales

BORI (Dep. variable) PBI (Predictor. variable) B 7% Cl B R2change p-value
Lower Upper
ADHD mother group (n=64)
Alienation (M) neglect 1.011 0.539 1.483 0.481 0.184 <0.001
(M) inconsistency -0.850 —1.283 —0.417 —0.574 0.138 <0.001
(M) affection 1.282 0.686 0.877 0.623 0.138 <0.001
(M) intrusiveness —0.566 —1.055 —0.076 -0.271 0.049 0.024
Insecure attachment (M) neglect 0.867 0.355 1.378 0.395 0.156 0.001
Egocentricity (M) neglect 0.836 0.189 1.482 0.312 0.097 0.012
Social incompetence (M) neglect 0.830 0.324 1.336 0.384 0.148 0.002
Control group (n=90)
Alienation (M) physical abuse 0.870 0.094 1.646 0.239 0.114 0.028
(M) affection —0.859 —1.633 —0.085 -0.237 0.046 0.030
Insecure attachment (M) physical abuse 1.573 0.665 2.481 0.343 0.117 0.001
Egocentricity (P) reasoning -0.830 —1.354 —-0.306 -0.309 0.124 0.002
(M) physical abuse 1.200 0.321 2.079 0.267 0.055 0.008
(P) monitoring —-0.655 —1.264 —0.045 -0.205 0.041 0.036
Social incompetence (M) physical abuse 1.077 0.345 1.810 0.296 0.087 0.004
BORI : Bell Object Relation Inventory, ADHD : attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, P . paternal, M : maternal, PBI : parent be-

havior inventory
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