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Factors Affecting Experience of Decayed and Decalcified Teeth of
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Abstract The present study seeks to find the effect of oral health status that parents recognized, oral health habit and
food intake on existence of decalcified teeth and decayed teeth. Participants were 293 infants aged 18-24 months who
visited C dental clinic in Kyungki province between January and December 2010. Questionnaires and oral exam results
were used and statistically analyzed by the SPSS program. Fisher's Exact and chi-square test were used to analyze the
data. The 18-20 month-old age group had the highest rate of decalcified teeth with 36.4% while the 23-24 month-old age
group had the highest rate of decayed teeth with 37.0%. Bottle feeding showed correlation with decalcified teeth, and
decayed teeth. Parents were able to recognize decayed teeth and decalcified teeth. Group 2 food(soda/soft drinks/sugared
fruit juice) was related to decalcified teeth and decayed teeth(p<.001). Group 4 food (cake/cookies/doughnut/dried fruit/
banana) and group Sfood(caramel/candy/chocolate bar) were both related to decalcified teeth(p<.001). As the result of
dental examination, dental treatment was highly needed for the 21-22 month-old age group(89.3%), and preventive
treatment and plaque control were highly needed for the 18-20 month-old age group(94.5%). The results concluded that
18-24 months was the critical period for children’s oral health, therefore organized oral health education for parents is

necessary.
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