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Needs for Entering Graduate School of Dental Hygiene Students in
Bachelor’s Degree Completion Program and 4-year Course

Min-Young Lee, Hye-Yeon Seo, Hyo-Won Kim, Won-Gyun Chung and Nam-Hee Kim'
Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Wonju College of Medicine, Yonsei University, Wonju 220-701, Korea

Abstract This study compared the needs for entering graduate school of Dental Hygiene students in Bachelor’s Degree
Completion Program(BDCP) and 4-year course to provide information about entering graduate school. This survey was
conducted for one month from the 26" May to the 24" June, 2010. The collected data was analyzed using a SPSS WIN
18.0 program. More BDCP students answered that they wanted to enter graduate school (p<0.001). More BDCP students
wanted to study Dental Hygiene but more of the 4-year course students wanted to study Dentistry in graduate school
(p<0.001). Both groups prefer the part-time curriculum but only if it was the same as the full-time curriculum and more
4-year course students answered in this way (p<0.05). The major was the highest consideration when they choose
graduate school, but the BDCP students also considered other reasons (distance, registration fee, period) (p<0.05). Most
information was obtained from visiting the web-site (p>0.05). Both groups responded ‘yes’ to the need for development
of a master's course in dental hygiene but a higher proportion of BDCP students (76.6%) answered in the affirmative
(p<0.001). In conclusion, graduate schools should find the various ways to give more information to the students.
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Table 1. General characteristics N(%)
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Division Classification Total BDCP 4-year course p-value*

Gender Female 286 144 (99.3) 142 (93.4) 0.011**
Male 11 1 0.7) 10 (6.6)

Age 20-24 210 62 (42.8) 148 97.4) <0.001**
25-29 62 58 (40.0) 4 2.6)
30< 25 25 (17.2) 0 (0.0)

Area Capital 126 95 (65.5) 31 (20.4) <0.001
Local 171 50 (34.5) 121 (79.6)

Career Byr 82 82 (56.5) -
4-6yr 40 40 (27.6) -
Tyr< 23 23 (15.9) -

License acquirement 2008< 60 60 41.4) -
2005-2007 51 51 35.2) -
<2004 34 34 (23.4) -
Total 145 (100.0) 152 (100.0)

*p<0.05 obtained by Chi-square test, **Fisher's exact test, - : N/S, BDCP: Bachelor’s Degree Completion Program
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Table 2. Awareness about entering graduate school N(%)
Division Classification Total BDCP 4-year course p-value*
Would you like to enter graduate school?
Yes 174 100 (57.5) 74 (42.5) <0.001
No 123 45 (36.6) 78 (63.4)
What would you like to take the course?
Dept. of Dental Hygiene 116 63 (60.0) 42 (40.0) <0.001**
Dentistry 54 11 (20.4) 43 (79.6)
Public health 69 33 (47.8) 36 (52.2)
Management 40 26 (65.0) 14 (35.0)
Natural 18 10 (55.6) 8 44.4)
sciences and Others
No response 11 2 (18.2) 9 (81.8)
Which curriculum would you like to enter?
Part-time 262 137 (52.3) 125 (47.7) 0.001
Full-time 35 8 (22.9) 27 (77.1)
What is the most important thing for choosing graduate school?
Major 164 69 (42.1) 95 (57.9) 0.016
Reputation 71 37 (52.1) 34 47.9)
External cause 62 39 (62.9) 23 (37.1)
How do you get the information about the graduate school?
Visiting the web-site 116 53 (45.7) 63 (54.3) 0.631
Direct asking 15 6 (40.0) 9 (60.0)
Colleague 82 41 (50.0) 41 (50.0)
Professor 84 45 (53.6) 39 (46.4)
Total 297 145 152
*p<0.05 obtained by Chi-square test, **Fisher's exact test, BDCP: Bachelor’s Degree Completion Program
Table 3. Need for a master's degree in dental hygiene N(%)
Division Classification Total BDCP 4-year course p-value*
Do you think to need for development of a master's course in dental hygiene?
Yes 234 122 (52.1) 112 (47.9) 0.028
No 63 23 (36.5) 40 (63.5)
Would you like to take a master's course in dental hygiene?
Yes 191 111 (58.1) 80 (41.9) <0.001
No 106 34 (32.1) 72 (67.9)
Total 297 145 152

*p<0.05 obtained by Chi-square test, BDCP: Bachelor's Degree Completion Program
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