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Concentrations of uranium (U) and radon (Rn) were measured in groundwater from 74 wells in the Icheon area,
with the aim of determining the range and distribution of concentrations in an area underlain by granite (in this
case, the Icheon granite). U concentrations ranged from 0.02 to 1,640.0 pg/L (median value, 2.03 pug/L) and Rn
concentrations ranged from 40 to 23,400 pCi/L (median value, 4,649 pCi/L). U concentrations in 10.8% of the samples
exceeded 30 pg/L, which is the maximum contaminant level (MCL) proposed by the US Environmental Protection
agency (EPA), based on the chemical toxicity of U. In addition, U concentrations in 59.5% and 13.5% of the samples
exceeded 4,000 pCi/L (the Alternative MCL (AMCL) of the US EPA) and 8,100 pCi/L (Finland’s guideline level),
respectively. We found no significant correlations between U (Rn) and other constituents, except for U-HCO; (correlation
coefficient of 0.71), U-Ca (0.69), U-Li (0.45), U-Sr (0.43), and U-F (0.42). U and Rn contents in the groundwater
are low relative to those in areas in other countries with similar geological settings, possibly due to the inflow of
shallow groundwater to the wells in the Icheon area.
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Fig. 1. Generalized geological map and location of samples in
the Icheon area (Geological and Mineral Institute of Korea,
1974, 1975; KIER, 1989a, 1989b).
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Table 1. Physicochemical properties of groundwater (concentrations as mg/L).

Well I?I‘:S' (u;L) (p(};r;L) p (ug/fm) (fnt;/) K Na Ca Mg Cl SO, F NO; HCO; Li Sr SiO,
I 115 126 5550 631 162 182 1.17 14.8215.60 2.10 15.00 1.57 022 31.10 31.0 0.01 024 303
2300 3402 5670 647 362 250 1.26 26.9436.80 3.75 32.80 8.44 0.35 58.80 64.8 0.02 0.59 31.4
3100 426 12700 635 285 350 145 17.3531.80 527 20.70 7.41 021 78.60 35.0 0.02 042 32.8
4100 1600 6770 672 293 183 1.00 19.8632.80 3.53 20.00 18.20 0.41 14.80 85.0 0.04 025 283
5120 382 1710 621 331 287 0.87 24.3229.80 4.05 34.00 11.80 0.09 20.30 73.9 0.02 0.70 43.2
6 100 820 2230 647 220 250 0.58 13.4122.50 229 7.48 4.10 039 10.80 75.6 0.04 023 32.4
7100 232 4720 656 198 274 0.81 17.4219.50 2.44 10.40 629 0.17 48.70 34.1 0.01 024 358
8 120 4464 8090 7.17 95 313 034 10.5210.50 0.52 2.08 134 1.0l 546 467 0.01 0.10 29.0
9 100 062 4170 625 186 192 0.76 13.9517.10 3.12 8.02 11.10 0.11 32.80 453 <0.01 026 30.1
10 100 9271 4250 7.04 413 200 0.75 17.4363.90 4.43 12.70 11.00 0.96 24.40 191.7 0.04 0.65 265
11100 121 3640 634 253 263 172 19.06 22.50 2.97 13.30 1.67 0.18 67.60 41.5 0.02 043 316
12 120 253 6150 637 232 302 0.67 15.0024.00 3.55 12.40 3.45 033 4500 58.1 0.02 039 32.8
13 120 038 3060 634 230 173  0.96 21.98 1590 2.28 12.60 0.19 0.07 65.50 26.7 <0.01 0.36 33.5
14 120 135 8690 6.65 244 240 133 14.8819.60 5.71 11.90 7.13 0.10 42.10 52.3 0.02 0.19 322
15 100 563 5580 674 220 254 1.00 14.8621.00 3.44 850 1.46 030 3520 66.3 0.02 021 31.1
16 120 3.08 1420 770 218 248 0.77 12.96 19.30 422 9.06 632 1.42 2440 27.6 0.01 022 23.8
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Table 1. Continued.
Well ]?I‘:S' (M;L) (pél;L) pH (ug/fm) (;Enl;/) K Na Ca Mg Cl SO, F NO, HCO; Li Sr SiO,
17 100 446 1400 697 272 253 137 16272750 7.23 1670 11.40 039 123 1189 0.03 034 263
18 120 730 7020 691 279 300 144 15.1830.50 430 1330 7.97 0.14 6200 559 0.02 035 30.6
19 100 1185 1700 7.76 248 283 050 13.7527.50 222 883 237 1.74 40.10 674 001 028 238
20 75 307 2500 7.09 188 179 045 7.93 2230 2.52 350 631 028 192 843 <0.01 0.14 24.0
21 80 123 20600 760 230 205 085 12.9026.80 478 854 646 0.89 23.60 89.8 0.02 0.17 275
22150 1079 1170 815 165 129 045 9.01 2440 149 261 845 063 374 79.5 <0.01 038 163
23100 026 2110 705 139 246 053 1370 11.70 226 591 2.81 020 21.50 469 0.01 0.09 354
24 100 052 40 681 150 170 074 13.63 1290 1.96 1110 2.61 0.19 2620 34.0 0.02 0.10 29.7
25 120 5794 8240 7.65 208 159 0.69 10.1530.30 1.66 628 447 087 332 1085 0.02 035 21.5
26 160 12.97 2490 7.84 143 191 050 846 30.30 152 331 395 0.83 387 0.01 030 214
27 200 1776 3070 690 122 201 036 8.58 1540 0.74 198 4.64 060 745 567 001 0.11 2338
28 165 721 2850 689 131 246 0.65 9.79 1630 0.98 3.05 551 045 665 613 0.02 0.11 264
20 120 025 2050 615 163 170 122 1444 1370 1.87 12.80 11.80 0.15 19.70 31.3 <0.01 0.12 1838
30 120 174 5150 632 218 192 1.16 19.10 18.60 2.69 1270 0.92 0.13 60.00 36.1 0.02 021 343
31150 298 17000 651 244 167 1.09 22.89 18.50 2.58 22.10 5.75 0.09 56.50 32.6 <0.01 036 33.0
32105 308 3890 722 124 161 089 11311040 1.69 637 229 026 1530 39.3 <0.01 0.15 313
33120 008 1360 662 61 159 040 10.68 2.13 030 244 0.56 0.09 9.16 23.1 <0.01 0.04 347
34100 042 1200 620 227 181 182 22.65 1640 2.48 37.30 0.23 0.02 13.60 486 <0.01 0.26 31.4
35 120 7.05 7590 672 177 178 068 1401 1840 1.95 10.00 2.31 049 31.70 469 0.01 020 31.9
36 320 61.53 3200 679 707 182 1.54 3623 88.90 1230 75.80 40.50 0.17 21.30 219.8 0.05 0.92 37.7
37 102 157 2840 720 203 225 062 1646 19.00 3.30 11.60 8.52 0.17 3130 552 0.01 0.16 31.5
38 160 389 6530 670 146 150 187 1277 11.60 1.67 731 291 031 3570 287 <0.01 0.15 305
39 120 049 5610 725 105 165 048 923 988 204 3.18 1.57 0.14 978 47.0 <0.01 0.08 2938
40 80 0.5 6540 572 201 230 096 6.84 16.80 6.95 12.10 3.18 0.11 11.50 759 <0.01 021 27.9
41100 282 7950 674 233 307 113 13342330 5.19 9.07 1230 0.06 44.00 578 001 022 256
4 140 086 780 770 257 211 129 895 31.40 881 526 1730 0.14 0.05 129.6 <0.01 091 21.4
43150 127 2420 670 175 319 079 929 19.10 3.19 954 851 0.18 18.60 56.6 <0.01 0.11 213
44 120 0.3 12100 7.17 103 239 037 938 879 1.85 578 0.81 0.16 9.53 42.6 <0.01 0.08 294
45 100 1199 23400 695 115 315 056 844 1200 1.47 443 3.53 042 1520 41.4 <0.01 007 2438
46 100 115 3360 7.12 113 308 052 889 1170 1.80 351 533 041 617 515 <0.01 0.09 264
47 120 1452 7410 708 288 258 072 12.9138.20 5.57 18.50 9.57 035 16.70 108.6 0.02 022 285
43 100 0.04 6840 642 274 50 1.3 20.13 18.80 3.53 31.00 17.50 0.09 0.71 51.3 <0.01 024 185
49 150 033 5100 665 94 215 091 13.04 436 075 443 0.79 0.02 14.50 33.5 <0.01 0.07 298
S0 120 495 7810 7.2 190 283  0.67 133421.50 2.05 11.30 1.36 0.82 38.80 432 0.03 025 33.0
SI 120 542 6890 612 358 337 148 25253590 457 36.0020.60 0.11 57.10 51.7 003 048 37.0
52100 101 4240 644 253 333 2.07 1746 26.50 434 15.80 19.10 0.12 40.10 88.7 0.02 033 322
53160 1015 6830 687 198 299 078 1118 1670 1.93 9.19 521 058 1030 567 0.02 0.11 304
54100 449 6850 695 131 241 117 9.02 1330 2.08 530 473 039 1570 467 <0.01 0.12 25.7
55120 955 4690 723 159 315 0.88 941 18.50 229 470 691 033 23.80 51.9 001 0.10 24.2
56 200 052 3100 644 278 315 239 23.0523.10 2.59 23.70 1130 0.07 6420 27.9 <0.01 040 333
57 120 113 4780 6.11 229 234 237 1656 18.50 2.85 14.60 10.50 0.15 4420 31.6 <0.01 0.19 28.0
S8 120 035 6230 629 131 256 0.56 13.06 875 132 636 5.92 0.15 3040 31.9 <0.01 0.09 24.7
59 120 059 2450 673 254 252 124 18.042330 320 2040 1.66 032 51.80 47.5 0.02 038 344
60 120 051 4780 674 100 267 0.77 15.1711.50 1.73 .10 1.31 032 39.50 299 001 0.14 362
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Table 1. Continued.

Well ]?;‘;' (M;L) (pél;L) pH (ug/fm) (;Enl;/) K Na Ca Mg Cl SO, F NO, HCO; Li Sr SiO,
61 40 008 3860 595 8 222 056 1150 430 0.57 241 1.08 0.18 7.52 325 <0.01 0.05 3429
62 40 002 1960 590 154 222 127 1930 7.74 1.10 1620 5.18 0.02 3480 14.1 <0.01 0.12 2931
63 30 003 4180 570 188 244 138 1630 12.40 442 833 6.73 0.03 5930 21.2 <0.01 0.20 29.54
64 100 064 3760 654 211 272 0.52 10.70 10.60 1.56 328 4.87 038 11.00 46.8

65 100 006 974 654 211 272 091 649 1240 3.64 4.56 397 027 1020 51.2

66 100 0.62 8900 647 1243 269 086 9.67 928 1.08 440 0.59 033 1620 35.1

67 100 028 4500 630 285 273 1.51 16.10 18.50 3.16 15.40 13.80 0.25 35.80 33.7

68 160 022 5480 557 1488 265 0.50 13.00 7.62 1.14 544 631 028 2650 21.2

69 100 1640 9890 6.54 487 242 1.06 182078.90 2.90 27.20 15.60 0.78 21.10 205.0

70 100 645 1980 728 1955 252 071 748 2490 3.54 7.07 285 023 1530 82.0

71 20 005 4648 538 164 214

72150 060 4291 558 140 207

73100 51.10 4650 7.05 500 183

7490 322 11500 720 300 205

AE 52 Table 154 2tk 7471 Askr3<] A= HE]
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Table 2. Statistical summary of U (ug/L) and Rn (pCi/L)
concentrations.

Samples Mean Max. Min. Med.
U 74 3425  1640.0 0.02 2.03
Rn 74 5,394 23,400 40 4,649
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Fig. 5. Histograms of U (a) and Rn (b) concentrations in
74 groundwater samples.
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Table 3. Distribution of U and Rn concentrations in
groundwater throughout the study area.

U (ng/L) No. (%) Rn (pCi/l) No. (%)
1.0> 27 (36.5) 300> 1 (1.3)
1.01-5.0 23 (31.1) 300-1000 2 (2.7)
5.01-30.0 16 (21.6) 1001-4000 27 (36.5)
30.01-100.0 6 (8.1) 4001-8100 33 (44.6)
100.0 < 2 (2.7) 8100 < 11 (14.9)
Total 74 (100 ) Total 74 (100)

ol 74 Aslre] fehE TS AFHERE U
Fo] BE AHAY 270 A EB65%)7H 1pgll ol&kE Lt
ERer, 237 AEGB1L1%)7T 1.0-5.0 pg/LoZ LERdTh
(Table 3). AA2] 10.8%31 &H7F v]= EPAS] A&
(GO pgLys ZFshat] o] Sl U] 24970 ng?.}xloﬂ

Aslre] 7 71 23 7.6%E s O UHNIER,
2002) 1A 937 A|512] 20.4%(Cho et al, 2010(b))
o WlatA Rt} ARk o= $als dHe 60 pg/l vk
ot} AR Aol ME 322 pg/l = 1,640 pg/Lolnt
AZEE] olF Akl g FESH, Fejgiehy o
7t dasih

olFA TN AskE AR
5,394 pCi/Lo]al FH4: T2 A% 20 m A eFrgelre]
40 pCi/Lo) L H3 Fe A= 100m th—gcﬁvm
23,400 pCi/Lo|THTable 1, 2). 2F=¢] H3zk 23,400 pCill
= A7 28R S H32A] 45,010 pC/LETRE B
THNIER, 2002). o] A3¢] 2he Bt T

H|s=g M-S 7R3 e fM9AI9] 3,305 pCilL,
ARG €] 3,339 pCi/L, EXHAH L] 4,079 pCi/L (NIER,
2009)R T} Sk o FYRE 4,649 pCiLEA M

o eREe] Wit FFE

SO
A|9e] 2,410 pCIL, AFAI2] 2,900 pCi/L, XA 9]
2,665 pCY/LET} =T 7h2 339k BF A9E00 Bl
ARG Ak gE Harpd FYkel Aozt A
o % oAl Ak uke} o] AR 9] tjito]
o]l whEba ZF A|slpe] Akl Fa3 $4
—‘iﬂr %ﬁ}‘:ﬁ«] A TR 9] waew wd
Het 2hE Y A ek EEEThs 2 Zeot
G| eh S| AET# AdolA] W ghoZ X9 drt
(Fig. 5).

oJHAY T4 A5l B TS AlFEE o]
B AAY) 4%21 370%ke] 1,000 pCiL ©)3le]aL A2
59.5%%1 447l A7t rl=e] S8 AFX(AMCL)RI
4,000 pC/LE Z3t3dt. olHdt =3t Hl&-2 24970

owmr

o
SR [fS S T

LA Akre] 2SR 18.1%H T Y53 &
S H(NIER, 2002) thdx]He] 837 Reke] 23.0%e
(Cho et al, 2010b) HISIM = =t} o]HA 2ol &=
& Z Slelx] Adwggh il o] SPIRKEE Hlgo] 95%
oPFoE w| YRR ATH: AFXYGe] g
Fo] =& Aok e vREAFER ol8EA 9)
o 2kEAZ 237} Bast) aeht ) i vk
e A A7hgo] 26.0-45.6%21 H(Cho et al.,
20102y el %3 A5k ARk Axws HEl
Zhe AAdE AXsHA] TiEkE 4,000 pCill. o8k
Yold Aoz AokEt) 3HH Hs=o] &8 Aorx|¢l
8,100 pCI/LE ZFsh= AlEe= AAE] 135%8] 107]0]c},
259 sZAXY Kot REhsdt 2= ?:.‘ f
AFAS Askre] f2hr FES AR AES 7t
A= o= Aslre] hgr vhe ok, “HL New
Hampshir Fitzwillian gramte—4 3071 Ao 2
S 7-81 pg/L (TY%: 27 pg/l), Sunapee granite®]
2970 A8l 0-120 pg/ll (T 9aE 59 ug/l), Main
Waldoboro granite®] 2471 A|3152] 2-1,050 g/l (TYa:
A2 ug/l), Segago granite®] 287 X&rF2] 43-2,700 pg/l
(FS5L 43 pg/Lyell HlsiA] w2 Ao th(Wathen, 1987).
A7 Asre] Sehr ATAE ol=e] H3As) v
WsPH gke Holt}, & d@=o] FHUA| 12,400 g/l
(Salonen and Hukkanen, 1997), ©]=" Main®] 31X
10,299 ug/L. (Cothern and Rebers, 1990) 5ol vl
= W& Holt(Table 4).
A7 Asie] S 7 9I59) 374

e
o

Table 4. Maximum U and Rn concentrations in groundwater
from several countries.

U (ug/l)
Max. Geology Max.

Rn (pCi/L)
Country  Sample

Geology

Korea
(Icheon)

Finland” 25,000 < 12,400 Granite 2,094,825 Granite
Norway 4,000 < 2,000° Granite 862,257 Granite
Sweden 35,000 < - - 1,540,710 Granite

74 1,640 Granite 23,400  Granite

5) .
<f42'§1?301a> 287 2,020 Granite 371,2709 gr':l’l‘f;
USA  200,000< 10,2999 Granite 1,600,176” Granite

DSalonen and Hukkanen, 1997, »Frengstad et al., 2000
9Banks et al., 1998, "Morland et al., 1997, ¥Betcher et al.,
1987, 9Cothern and Rebers, 1990, 7)Lowry et al.,, 1987



A3} vlwahd $e Holt}, =, vl California 3}
FAAS 987l AJ8H2] 4,243 pCi/L, South Carolina®]
227 AJ8k2] 8,100 pCilLel= HISssh, North Carolina
2271 A8k 10,500 pCi/L, Maine®] 13670 A8}
22,100 pCi/Lell B]8l-E SrhCothern and Rebers, 1990).
SEuetel A of7io] Hlsgh mE9o)e] = XA
A3 AlEL] 14%7F 500 B/L(13,515 pCi/L) ©1delx,
E3] AzkE o719 Iddefiord $73%F A9 Askre A
Al 70%7F 500 BgLE EX o™ (Morland et al,
1997), AH= Asl42] Het 2R= RS 24,706 pCi/l
o|thk(Salonen and Hukkanen, 1997). 1729 x]5}4=2]
= HuXE o7 Asls ke T Aol His|
sl W2 WHolth & HTEZ9 2,094,825 pCill
(Salonen and Hukkanen, 1997), 2=¢€12] 1,540,710 pCi/L
(Morland et al., 1997)9} H]waPH dgs] v Holu}
(Table 4).

£ e ot & Z10F vEoy o5te] sk}
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X5l f2ks, 2l=a2n CIE QolSmte| Agt
|

28] S ke mokel kg TR, A8kl
2kl 21835 e EgEe] EAFE, sl 51
SRR, B4, Ak 59 wko] S wony 7|
sle] 2= ke Askre] I BAE Sl Bl
AHA JTHSTUK, 2005). 7470 A8lre] 2k,
S Aol Bk A3, Askre] A=
Sk AAAAE B3 A3 x)sle) $ebEs 2
=9 JFAITE 0182 WA YERITHFig 6(a). tF=
o] A3lpoMe ekt ghEe] AdAlE wout o
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Fig. 6. Relationship between U and each of Rn (a), Ca (b), HCO5 (c), and Sr (d).
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9J. 0™ (Asikainen and Kahlos, 1979), :=2s]0]2] 4767}
ol x|5lRe] Sl BREe] 2 ARAIFE 0742

O

A4 QIth(Frengstad et al., 2000). ©]H=|e] 79
e T8 AR AREAIE EH HCO; (0.71),
Ca (0.69)9} P14 =2 JAITE Yep =t (Fig. 6(b),
(©), °I& SkollA Adrggt vje} o] AR A5l
o] Apgalolt Blde] 8al= AHE 4= UTH(Lee
et al, 1997). & =SS Falo] 2710l AFgA o]
B3l ==, A2t Askrel Ca o] S71E Has)
Jejol] =S Hth. olu) Cas= Wed Felo] ik
o2 x3}, FH=le] AslrRRE AL 28 thgol
EMEgo] 2|5 MRS Bk tha] galE
2 A5k Foll Cart T3 AW, ]9 & o] &
srelR% F71eHA Erk wEkA Askrols Ca-g/it
Yol F3ld & it} o] Wl ke ol U=
Fo AREL Li (045), Sr (043) (Fig. 6(d)), F (042)¢]

=
o), ol R Ao vad Fieue
o]
()

E BEAQ9] AslpolA HwA =4 Jehte A
°F A Utk f9 e A Askre] SetEd
F8 A8 7re] Al vE BARA 9] WEAs
71k A el et AR 7he] Al fA
SICHUSDI and USGS, 2007). g8 A7x X312
= o2 890Ese] A SlolA ATt vie}
7o) Wrobr +0.15 ngke 2 epdt},

AFA Aslre] ek, BhEd Askre] AR, Ak
S3ko] A E Aukd o g AA 7} gAY Qe A
o2 Yelyith. ole] HRloZ2 = A3t #gulgZe] we

=, S2h) 2heel AsksE] B4 o 2Y =
Ao} #H- Aslee] FUl FYo= Qs 2hEst 2
= =Y A, A5 48] W Wi riedE A
th Aekre] SetEd g e B 3

e, Aok $d, B8 85980 FF F oy 89l
Fe wh=t) 1 o, ] S BE &
FE 7R AR B frdell oJaiA slAE < dtk
(Cho et al, 2010b). & A3l Follx] didaliet Ha
7kl gk 27} Adade ERgel o3t A olEp]

gl hul

!

P

N

Hrkes o7 ed=e] 7S SEdt
58 £

S SN Aol Sehs ehE el

91} 242 Hjotalr] gI5ie A7) olxlel 7l A3}

o] 92k, Bk, T8 AR e BAsIch 7l A
slre] e SRS 0.02~1,640 ug/l (G937 203 pgll),
e TR 40~23400 pCill G493k 4,649 pCi/L)o]Tt.
7470 A8lEe] $-ebFEe] Hagh(34.2.5 gLy FIRk
(2.03 pugL)e] o)zt & A IF Xslelr] F2l8)
13 37, SEkedEe A B EA) Jelol s
SEhREaEe] SallEle HEet Ao] 7] wiEo = 3
A=, |slre] 2] Hatpkat FUdwel 2lel7t 2R
AL FAZ3 Felle] FAV T4 A wEe
2 . 740 Askreld ek il 10.8%7F
ul= EPAS] FAVIZC0 pglye Z34she 202 Vel
ok ZHE2 4] 59.5%7} Bl=re] o8 A|EX|(AMCL)
21 4,000 pCYLE ZHAsIi ot AF=9] 28 AIREA|QI
8,100 pCilLE ZHsh= AlE= A9 13.5%2 107]°]
o) & AR Aslkee] febad ke e Ak
g 7R ool vwsid e Zlo® YeRdoy
I Aakre] Fl Yo Qleix] AA| SRt YA
EEE 7ol 7] wliiel] AN Aslee] gl &
Jo] A9l gl A8l tPdo=E g A7t "asith

RO R
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