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ABSTRACT

The Study of Documentaries’ ‘Rhetoric’ as a Statement on Social Issues:
Focused on EBS-TV (Jisikchannel(®)

Nam-Il, Kim" * Gyu—Jeong, Lee™

<Jisikchannel(€)> has become the representative program of EBS after first airing in 2004. After
seeing <Jisikchannel(®)> as a media text, this study was fulfilled on the basis of Bill Nichols’ “Rhetoric”
discussion, in order to analyze the structural method and social meaning of the program. As a result
of the study, we were first able to see that <Jisikchannel(e)> was taking form as a documentary to
make a constructive statement on current affairs related to Korean society, by mobilizing ‘knowledge’
related to these issues. Second, the “rhetoric” plays an important role in the program’s process to generate
meaning, and despite the text being relatively short, the rhetorical process undergone for the generation
of meaning has been fully reflected. Moreover, the program was successfully structuring a new method
of generating meaning by enthusiastically raising questions and choosing a unique method of vision
mix. Third, by looking at the study’s results in-depth, we can see that <Jisikchannel(®)> was creating
a ideological place for open discussion, which was providing viewers with the satisfaction of overcoming
our society’s dominating ideology and forming new ones. In that sense, the easily accessible
‘knowledge’that surrounds us holds somewhat of a political meaning. On top of that, it can be seen
that the program especially, is a media text that holds a cultural political meaning, which is an important
factor to consider in the Korean broadcasting industry. In conclusion, we found out that this program
uses ‘knowledge’ to see the possibility of ‘knowledge’journalism by making constructive statements
through a ‘rhetorical” process.

Keywords: Rhetoric, Documentaries, <Jisikchannel(e)>, Knowledge Journalism, Pleasure, Cultural
Studies
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