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Abstract

The result of comparison and analysis study of institutionalization and exchange status of environmental education in
South Korea, the People's Republic of China, and Japan, Northeast Asian countries that are closely related to Korea, is
summarized as the following:

First, this study shows that the process of environmental education institutionalization requires an instigation. For
example, a specific environmental policy is established after raising awareness to modify environmental policies, as the
result of aggravation of damage due to pollution. Therefor, it is the necessary process for the establishment of an
environmental policy in order to proceed environmental education institutionalization.

Second, even though institutionalization processes of environmental education for the three countries are considered to be
very similar, differences are apparent if one carefully examines the content of environmental education for each country. In
particular, South Korea, the People's Republic of China, and Japan all agree that environmental education is necessary, but
differ in their ideas of main body for advocating institutionalization, as well as maintenance level of environmental
education.

Third, the order of establishment of environmental education institutionalization is Japan, South Korea and China and
there exists about a 10 years time gap between each country.

Fourth, the environmental education exchange was formed between South Korea and the People's Republic of China and
between South Korea and Japan, first. Then it was enlarged to TEMM(Tripartite Environment Ministers Meeting) and
TEEN(Tripartite Environmental Education Network) among three countries.
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Table 1. Current status of environmental education according to the 36 countries and their regions in the Asia Pacific
Region(Bhandari and Abe, 2001)

@

®

Group ® @ O 0O @
Philippines
Sri Lanka
India

Vietnam

<|«|l&e

<< |<|l®
<< |<|l®

<] |®
<<k |e@

Mongol

Pakistan
Group Maldives
1 Brunei

ANANANEN AN
<
<KL
<KL

Butane
Singapore
Tonga

New Caledonia

ANANIAN

<
AN AN AN ENANIEN
<

Palau

Nauru

Laos
Cambodia
Solomon islands
Fiji v
Samoa v
Group Papua New Guinea Vv
2 Micronesia

ANANIEN

<KL

Vanuatu

Nepal v
Myanmar v
Niue

Marshall Islands

Bangladesh

Kiribati

<IKIKIKIL

ANASENANANIEN AN EN AN
SISIQISISIKISIKIS L

<LK

AN
<

Indonesia

Group Thailand v

Austria v

ANANEANEN NN
<

Malaysia

Taiwan
South Korea v v

ANASNANANANAN NN AN
ANANAN AN AN NN
ANASES
<

<KL

v
Group 4 China v v v
Japan 4 v v

(D Whether formulated environmental education (EE) guidelines and EE planning.

(2 Whether implemented EE model projects in school education.

(3 Whether set EE as a part of subjects in the elementary and secondary curricula.

@ Whether set EE as an independent subject in the elementary and secondary curricula.

(5 Whether implemented education and research about environmental education in universities and higher education institutions.
(6 Whether implemented teacher training projects for environmental education and developed manuals (textbooks) for teachers.
(D Whether produced environmental education leaders other than teachers.

(® Whether implemented development activities utilizing print media and broadcast media.

(9 Whether implemented environmental education (adult education & social education) targeting those other than children.

(0 Whether installed environmental education centers and facilities.

(D Whether implemented environmental education utilizing databases and PCs.

(2 Whether implemented environmental education contests in schools and regions and whether granted awards.
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Fig. 1. Overview and background of Japan's 'Act on enthusiasm enhancement for environmental conservation and promotion
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Table 2. Time when three countries -South Korea, China, and Japan- formulated environmental laws and institutionalized

environmental education

Secti China South Korea Japan
ection
Year Name Year Name Year Name

Basic act on . . .

Enactment of basic law 1989 environmental 1977 Acton env1r01‘1mental 1967 Basic act on pollution

. conservation measures
protection
Introducing .
Institutionalization of 'Environmental Public announcement Public announcement
1991 1981 in the 4th national 1968

Education' as an
Elective Subject

environmental education

Curriculum of instructional tips
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Table 3. Expressions regarding environmental education listed in the basic environment act of three countries - South Korea,
China, and Japan

. . Enactment . . . .
Section Name of Basic Act Year Listed Items regarding Environmental Education
Government should strive to distribute knowledge and
. information about environmental conservation as well as to
Basic Act on . , . .
South . enhance nationals' sense of environmental conserv- ation.
Environmental 1990 . . , .
Korea Polic Government should also strive for nationals' environmental
Y education, so that they can manage and conserve the
environment properly for the next generation. (Article 16)
Act on The nation strives to develop environmental science
Environmental education, to promote science and technology research, to
. .. develop environmental protection, and to increase scientific
China Protection in 1989 ) S . .
) . technical skills in environmental protection, and to protect
People's Republic . .
. such endeavors when publically announcing knowledge about
of China . . .
environmental science. (Article 5)
The nation should take the necessary actions to strengthen
enterprises’ and nationals' understanding of environmental
conservation by faithfully promoting education and learning
about environmental conservation as well as advertising
activities on environmental conservation and to enhance
Basic active desire for environ- mental conservation. (Article 25)

Japan . 1993 Government should strive to protect individuals' and
Environmental Act . . . .

corporations' rights and interests and to provide appropriate
necessary information about environmental conservation
besides environmental situations to promote education and
learning about environmental conservation and to encourage
voluntary activities by private organiz- ations related to
environmental conservation. (Article 27)
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Table 4. Outline of TEMM and TEEN exchange
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Section Exchange contents
- The first conference of environmental ministers of group of three countries -South Korea, China, and
1999. 01
Japan (Seoul, South Korea)
- The second conference of environmental ministers of group of three countries - South Korea, China, and
2000. 02 .
Japan (Beijing, China)
- The first environmental education network workshop of group of three countries - South Korea, China,
2000. 11 .
and Japan (Shizuoka, Japan)
2000. 12 - The first TEEN symposium (Tokyo, Japan)
2001. 01 - The first conference on TEEN database establishment (Tokyo, Japan)
2001. 08 - The second conference on TEEN database establishment (Beijing, China)
2001. 10 - The second TEEN workshop & symposium (Beijing, China)
2002. 01 - The third conference on TEEN database establishment (Seoul, South Korea)
2002. 09 - The third TEEN workshop & symposium (Seoul, South Korea)
2004. 01 - The fourth TEEN workshop & symposium (Shizuoka, Japan)
2004. 12 - The fifth TEEN workshop & symposium (Tianjin, China)
2005. 12 - The sixth TEEN workshop & symposium (Seoul, South Korea)
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Fig. 2. East Asia Environmental Education Workshop.
(A): The first (Akagi National Youth House, Japan), (B): The third (Masan, South Korea), (C): The fifth (Dalian, China)
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Fig. 3. Cover of China's 'guideline of participation-involved
environmental education activities'.
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Table 5. Outline of environmental education exchanges among South Korea, China, and Japan

Section Exchange content
- The first Japan and China joint Environmental Education Symposium (Beijing, China)
1996. 03 - The second Japan and China joint Environmental Education Symposium (Tokyo, Japan)
- The second Japan and China joint Environmental Education Symposium (Beijing, China)
1998. 08 - Established the rJapan and China environmental education consortium; and hosted environmental
’ education training courses in various areas in China
2001. 07 - The first East Asia Environmental Education Workshop (Akagi, Japan), South Korea joined
2002. 01 - Renamed the "Japan and China environmental education consortium ; into the "South Korea, Japan, and
’ China environmental education consortium
2002. 08 - The second East Asia Environmental Education Workshop (Beijing, China)
2004. 01 - The third East Asia Environmental Education Workshop (Gyeongnam, South Korea)
- The fourth Environmental Education Workshop and Symposium of group of three countries - Japan, China,
2004. 01 .
and South Korea (Shizuoka, Japan)
- Published the "Environment that South Korea, China, and Japan are learning togeth- er; in three
2004. 04 . .
respective languages - Korean, Chinese, and Japanese
2004. 07 - The fourth East Asia Environmental Education Workshop (Kitakyushu, Japan)
2005. 08 - Hosted the fifth East Asia Environmental Education Workshop (Beijing, China) and the Environmental

Education Summer Camp for Youths in South Korea, China, and Japan (Dalian, China)

Fig. 4. Cover of Japanese version of ‘environmental education
learned together with Japan, China, and South Korea'
- the environmental education textbook jointly
published by South Korea, China, and Japan.
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