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Abstract

UNESCO World Heritage Programme was introduced following the adoption of Convention Concerning
the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage by the General Conference of UNESCO in 1972
in order to protect cultural and natural heritage with superb value for all mankind. Despite its short history
of less than 40 years, it has been evaluated as one of the most successful of the cultural area projects of
UNESCO with 890 world heritage registered worldwide. For systematic protection management of World
Heritage, UNESCO, through systemization of registration, emphasis on the importance of preservation
management plan, institutionalization of monitoring, and operation of World Heritage Fund, has utilized
World Heritage Programme not just as a means of listing excellent cultural properties, but as a preservation
planning tool, and accordingly, such policies have had a significant influence on the cultural heritage
protection legislations of numerous nations.

Korea has ratified World Heritage Convention in 1988, and with the registration of the Royal Tombs of
the Joseon Dynasty in 2009, it has 9 World Heritage Sites. Twenty years have passed since Korea joined the
World Heritage Programme. While World Heritage registration contributed to publicity of the uniqueness
and excellence of Korean cultural properties and improvement of Korea's national culture status, it is
now time to devise various legislative/systematic improvement means to reconsider the World Heritage
registration strategy and establish a systematic preservation management system. While up until now, the
Cultural Properties Protection Law has been amended to arrange for basic rules regarding registration
and protection of World Heritage Sites, and some local governments have founded bodies exclusive for
World Heritage Site management, a more fundamental and macroscopic plan for World Heritage policy
improvement must be sought. Projects and programs in each area for reinforcement of World Heritage

policy capacity such as: 1) Enactment of a special law for World Heritage Site preservation management; 2)
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enactment of ordinances for protection of World Heritage Sites per each local government; 3) reinforcement
of policies and management functionality of Cultural Heritage Administration and local governments; 4)
dramatic increase in the finances of World Heritage Site protection; 5) requirement to establish plan for
World Heritage Site preservation protection; 6) increased support for utilization of World Heritage Sites; 7)
substantiation and diversification of World Heritage registration; 8) sharing of information and experiences
of World Heritage Sites management among local governments; 9) installation of World Heritage Sites
integral archive; 10) revitalization of citizen cooperation and resident participation; 11) training specialized
resources for World Heritage Sites protection; 12) revitalization of sustainable World Heritage Sites tourism,
must be selected and promoted systematically.

Regarding how World Heritage Programme should be domestically accepted and developed, the
methods for systemization, scientific approach, and specialization of World Heritage policies were suggested

per type. In the future, in-depth and specialized researches and studies should follow.
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