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A Study on the Preference Analysis of the Traditional Design Elements

Emerging in the Contemporary City Park of China
- with Special Reference to Beijing Olympic Forest Park -

Liu, ll-Hong* - Cho, Se-Hwan**

*The Magazine of Environment and Landscape Architecture
**Major of Landscape Urbanism, Dept. of Urban Design + Landscape Architecture,
Graduate School of Urban Studies, Hanyang University

ABSTRACT

This study conducts a case analysis based on the Olympic Forest Park in Beijing, which is specially designed for
the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. The construction of the Olympic Forest Park not only comprises the design philosophy
of city parks and forest parks, but also applies Chinese traditional design elements.

This study, first, researches on the design concepts of city parks in the context of traditional landscape architecture
elements from both physical and cultural perspectives. The author studies the related materials including the“General
Introduction of the Beijing Olympic Forest Park Landscape Plan”, and employs the approaches of site investigation
and user survey and interview, to analyze the cognition and preference degree of the various traditional design elements
displayed in the Olympic Forest Park.

To quantize the survey data on the Olympic Forest Park, this study uses the spss(v17.0) software to run a frequency
analysis and presents detailed demographic, frequencies and means analyses. The author then reaches the conclusion
on the preference degree of the various Chinese traditional design elements in the Olympic Forest Park.

According to the analysis result, the elements that appear with the highest frequencies are mountains and waters,
traditional garden plants and artistic conception. The most favorable elements are in sequence traditional garden architecture,
traditional garden philosophical thinking and artistic conception.

The Olympic Forest Park in Beijing is constructed on the basis of multiple design elements, comprising Chinese
traditional design elements and the historical axis. As an exemplification of contemporary city park that reflects the
variation of age and development of society, the Olympic Forest Park offers the reference for the selection of traditional
design elements in the future schemes of city parks. However, due to the difficulty in gathering materials about the
Forest Park and the limitations on the location and time constrain of the survey, there exists lack of sufficiency that
could be improved in the future.

Key Words : Chinese, Physical Traditional Elements, Cultural Traditional Elements, Design Concepts, Design Language

' Corresponding Author : Cho, Se-Hwan, Major of Landscape Urbanism, Dept. of Urban Design and Landscape Architecture, Graduate
School of Urban Studies, Hanyang University, Seoul 133-791, Korea. Phone : +82-2-2220-0274, E-mail: chosh3@hanyang.ac.kr
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