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Toesikje Garden and Landscape Culture in the Middle Goryeo Dynasty
as Viewed through 'Dongkukesangkukjip'

Shin, Sang-Sup - Rho, Jae-Hyun

Dept. of Landscape & Urban Design, Woosuk University

ABSTRACT

In reviewing ‘Dongkukesangkukjip(4[% = fHH£)’ a selection of prose and poetry describing Toesikje, the house
of Kee Heung-soo, a military official in the middle Goryeo Dynasty, the outcome of the study intended to infer garden
scenery and landscape culture managed and possessed by high society at that time is outlined as follows. First, Kee
Heung-soo, the owner of the house and Lee Kyu-bo, the author of Toesikje Palryeng(iE £ 75 /\ik) are thought to be
those who first designated the 8 scenic points and recreated the concept of public enjoyment of <Paryeong or Palgyeong
culture> into the concept of personal enjoyment in Korea. Second, the spatial configuration of the Toesikje garden is
presumed to be in the Gee-Seung-Jeon-Gyul(introduction-development-turn-conclusion) style in which a fairyland is built
to enjoy a free and peaceful life, while anticipating coming days and pursuing creation-prosperity-transcendence-return.
Third, the viewpoint structure of the scenery Wongyeong(Toesikje), Donggyeong(Youngcheondong), Cheonggyeong(Cheokseojung),
Myunggyeong(Dokrakwon), Jingyeong(Yeonmukdang), Sigyeong(Yeoneuiji), Yunggyeong(Nokgunheon), and Hyungyeong(Daehoseok)
contains a symbolic universal vision of Palchejigyeongsek(the 8 scenic points) which incorporates Samwon(heaven, earth
and water) and Obangwi(orientations), and the harmonization principle of the scenic points where the building and garden
are harmonized. Fourth, Je, Dang, and Heon, Jeong(74, i, iif, 5%) are introduced to the garden, and Geehwayeecho,
Jingeumgeesoo, Gasan and Goeseok(stone) were used in a variety of ways. Fifth, it was found that the management
of Shinseongyeong and enjoyment of Yoosanggoksu events, with the study and seeking of perfect knowledge and discipline,
wandering and rest led to a sublime appreciation of aesthetic beauty and divine glory. Sixth, a miniature garden was
built to enjoy the view from above, together with the view in the distance, and a culture of secluded living, along with

scenery expressing the heart’s desire for Utopia was induced.

Key Words : Toesikje Garden, Fairyland, Toesikje Palryeng, Palchejigyeongsek(the 8 scenic points)
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