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A Study on the Landscape Symbolism of Tongdo-palkyung and
It's Narrative Structure

Rho, Jae-Hyun

Dept. of Landscape Architecture and Urban Design, Woosuk University

ABSTRACT

This study tries to illuminate the features and values of the Buddhist temple Palkyung by closely examining the forms,
structures, and meanings of Tongdo-palkyung(iifi}%4 /\ 5*) handed down at Tongdosa Temple, the best among Korea’s
Buddhist temples with its three treasures of Buddha, law of Buddha and Buddhist monks. The findings of this study
can be summarized as the following.

First of all, it reveals the meaning of the geographical name Yeongchuksan(%x ¥ 111), located to the west of Tongdosa,
and a spectacular sight spread like an eagle’s spread wings, as well as its location and spatial features. In particular,
the arrangement features of a number of attached hermitages clearly show Yeongchuksan’s world as being a temple
with buddhist treasures. The multi-layered unfolding and centripetal intention of the scenery can be perceived through
the shape of the Sshangryongnongju(*#£55EkT), around Tongdosa and the feature of the enclosed landscape encircling
the steps of Hyeolcheo(/iZ) Geumganggyedan.

The substances and components of Tongdopalkyung include sound-based spectacles derived from Beoneumgu(5 & H.)
creating sounds related to religious rituals to enlighten and redeem mankind, such as Yeongji(5Zith: a holy pond with
shadow reflections), drum sounds, and bell sounds along with physical features like pine trees, Dae(Z), waterfalls, Dongcheon
({l1°K), and a glow in the sky. On the other hand, Palkyung’s geographical arrangements exhibit a circular spatial formation
based on the main motif as Buddhist symbolism, beginning with the ‘Gukjangsangseokpyo(2d=/f: 1115)’ awakening
the territoriality of Tongdosa and locating the first scene ‘Mupunghansong(# /& £F2)" in its introductory area, with
the features of water, bridge, pine grove, and Iljumun(gate) to stand for the influx. Six other scenes including ‘Anyangdongdae(‘%
#2}i£2)’ are placed in the sacred precincts around Daeungjeon and Geumganggyedan while the glow of sunset at ‘Danjoseong’
just outside the domain closes the symbolic circular formation of the Tongdopalkyung, which coincides with the development
of the Mandala figure symbolizing ‘Gusanpalhae(JLILI/\{f})’ centered in Sumisan(Z#1L1).

What is more, Tongdopalkyung, while excluding primary scenic elements inside the temple, maximizes the domain
of the mountain’s entrance and the effects of the multi-layered mountain, mountain upon mountain, by intensifying the
influx and centripetal qualities. The Tongdopalkyung analysis reveals the antithesis of four-coupled scenes conveying
buddhist principles and thoughts on the basis of seasons, directions, space and time to display a narrative structural
landscape when viewed from the temple’s territoriality.

Likewise, the characteristics and porch structures of Tongdopalkyung are tools and language of symbols to both externally
strengthen the temple’s territoriality and to internally, maximize the desires to the Land of Happiness as well as intensify
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religious wishes and the Mandala’s multi-layered qualities through the meanings of time and space.
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