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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate current states and management of the protected trees in Gangwon-do. There
were 701 protected trees in 42 species designated by 2008, which were distributed at 425 places. Major species were
Zelkova serrata(29%), Pinus densiflora(24%), Ulmus davidiana var. japonica(11%), and Ginkgo biloba(5%). The protected
trees played various roles in the villages, mostly as sacred trees(43%). The 51% of protected trees were 300 years or
more in age, the 53% were more than 20 m in height, and the 57% were more than 300 cm in girth at breast height.
The 69% of the protected trees have been designated for protection in 1982 and the rest have been designated by the
local cities by 2008.

The species number of the protected trees in Youngseo region was greater than that of the Youngdong region. The
major species were Zelkova serrata(33%) and Pinus densiflora(17%) in Youngseo region, and were Pinus densiflora
(38%) and Zelkova serrata(19%) in Youngdong region. The ratio of native species to exotic species was 33:1 in Youngseo
region, and were 25:6 in Youngdong region. The 29% of protected trees were located in the field, 28% in the mountain,
and 25% in the villages. The 45% of the ground were covered by herbaceous plants, 39% exposed, and 10% gravel
mulch. Most of the protected trees had good growing conditions. The 70% of the protected trees were under good
maintenance, and the rest were under undesirable conditions. The soil characteristics of the protected tree areas in Gangwon-do
were not much different from those of Korean average.

It seemed to be necessary to increase designation of protected trees based on the tradition, history, local value and
academic application in Gangwon-do. In addition, it is desirable to suggest plans to utilize and manage protected tree

areas for enhancing the value of natural heritages in Gangwon-do.
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