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ABSTRACT

A study on the expansion of spatial expression in webtoon

Che-Hwan Seo, Jae-min Ham

For several decades in history of cartoon, it was about the era of publishing tendency based on printing
technique just until few years before now. The media critic Marshall McLuhan said, "The cartoon of the 20th
century have characters of printing or woodblock printing yet. Coming in to the 1980s, unlike traditional
printing, cartoons of more various form appeared such as ‘Moving cartoon, CD-ROM cartoon, Click-cartoon’.
These phenomenons diversified and accelerated during the electronic equipments and internet that cartoon
were able to be produced and distributed on not printing forms were progressing and popularizing.

Like these, base on the progress of various forms in webtoon, this study will suggest 3 concept about
expansion of Spatial Expressions of expression and cognition such as ‘Reminiscent of The Vertical Image’, "The
Vertical Panorama’ and 'The Morphing into Spaces’. Also, <Romance Killer>, <Cubric>, the works of Doha
Kang who is in the spotlight as the webtoonist of avant-garde and dynamic works, will be examined and
analysed as the texts.

Doha Kang was selectied as a 'Contemporary Twenty Webtoonist in Korea’ from a survey of the
cartoon’s experts in korea by Bucheon Cartoon Information Center in 2009. He has recognized as the most
experimental and be influential webtoonist from beginning of webtoon era to today. In this context, the
analyses of his two works that was published in 2007, 2009 each, will helps understanding from diverse
viewpoint about webtoon’s expressions and structures. Furthermore, this study helps focus on values of

webtoon as expansion art of Spatial Expression.

Keyword: webtoon, reminiscent of the vertical image, expansion of spatial expression
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