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Comparison of the Rearers of Creative Achievers
in the East and the West

Yeon-Hee Moon

University of Incheon

Ki-Soon Han

University of Incheon

The purpose of this study was to delve into parents who turned their children
into creative achievers in the East and the West in an attempt to determine
the cultural generality and specificity of the rearing of gifted children. The
subjects in this study were Western parents, who brought up Marie Curie,
Einstein, Edison and Newton, and Eastern parents, who raised Lee Hwang,
Lee lee, Jeong Yak-yong and Heo Nanseolheon. To compare their parenting
characteristics, common denominators and differences, a variety of data were
investigated, including historical records about the parents, biographies,
critical biographies, autobiographies and letters. As to the common features of
the parenting style of the eight Asian and Western parents, they were talented
themselves or capable of educating their children in their talent areas, and
provided them with optimal learning environments or chances without
pushing them. They accentuated independent spirits and emphasized
renovative and open way of thinking. And at least one parent in each family
showed absolute support for their child. Regarding differences in parenting
style between the East and the West, the Western parents urged their children
to develop their talents with more intention, rather the Asian parents prized
the well-rounded personality and growth of their children. The former
interacted with their children in an horizontal manner, but the latter had a
vertical relationship with their children. The former expressed their feelings in
an active way, but the latter had their emotion in control. Besides, the

Western parents disclosed themselves to their children by showing them even
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their mistakes or improper behaviors, whereas the Asian parents strived in

everyday life to give their children a good example or a good role model.

Key Words: Cross cultural study, Parental characteristics, Creative achieve-
ment, Parent education, Raising the gifted
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