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= Abstract =

A Case Study of Change in Practical Knowledge of
Elementary School Teachers: Focused on Science
Class for the Gifted

Chung Jungln
CheongJu National University of Education

Yoo InSook
Bugang Elementary School

The purpose of this study was to investigate the changes in teachers’
recognition of science class and children for the gifted, and the process of
changes in their practical knowledge after the experience of science class
and conversation with colleague teachers. Two elementary teachers,
teacher A and B, were selected as subject of investigation, who wanted to
improve their science class. They experienced the process of self-
examination during their class and from class conversations. Teacher A
has 10 years of teaching experience. She has been in contact with gifted
children and observed them since undergraduate. She entered the graduate
school since she came to be interested in science class and children for
the gifted. While teacher B has only three years of teaching experience and
had a first contact with the gifted after graduate school. The results of
this study are as follows. Teacher A didn't change recognition of gifted
children class by class conversation in short term because she had a firm
faith in good class teaching and was rich in class teaching knowledge.
And, her practical knowledge was applied to the next class by changing
teaching method or by supplementing her class contents in concerned part
through class observation and class conversation with her colleagues.
Teacher B was characterized as being lack of class confidence and
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concerned more about subject knowledge. She was forming a new
practical knowledge along with new class teaching knowledge. Teacher B
was in trouble with applying new practical knowledge to next class. From
such findings, it was concluded that the process of changing or forming of
practical knowledge depends on the beliefs, values, experiences, or
knowledges of each teacher. A reflection on one’'s own class teaching
could be a good way to form a practical knowledge and improve teaching
speciality, when it was concerned with self-reflection of their own class,
class observation, and communication with colleagues. Thus, the reflection
practice could be applied to the teaching program of teachers for the
gifted to form practical knowledge through trial class, self-reflection of

class, and conversation with colleagues.

Key Words: Children for the gifted in science, Elementary teacher, Practical
knowledge, Self-reflection, Class conversation
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