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Abstract

The Settlement of Conflict in International Space Activities

Lee, Young-Jin*

Together with the development of space science outer space law has
become one of the most rapidly developing branches of international law.
This reflects a general realization that these new activities must be subject
to reasonable legal regulation if they are to serve the peaceful purposes of
mankind without undue confusion and disorder.

The exploration and use of outer space introduces many novel
opportunities and dilemmas, and inspired insights are needed in the
development of this new resource. In particular, the settlement of space law
disputes is a relatively new discussion in international law. However, the
significance of the settlement of space law disputes was acknowledged in
various colloquia organized by legal academicians and practitioners around
the world.

Analysis of the dispute settlement provisions in space agreements plainly
reveals the degree to which States persist to be mistrustful of any
impingement to their sovereignty. They are reluctant to submit disputes to
adjudication and binding arbitration, particularly when these provisions are
negotiated between States which have dissimilar political, economic and
social interests and demography. However, there is a slow but clear shift in
this attitude as States realize the contemporary political, economic and

technical pressures necessitating the lifting of the veil of State sovereignty.
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The development of an effective mechanism for the settlement of disputes
arising in relation to the development of the exploration and exploitation of
outer space has been the subject of global study by highly qualified
publicists and international institutions.

The 1972 Liability Convention is the space treaty with the most elaborate
provisions for dispute settlement. However, it fails to ensure binding
decisions. In this point, the 1998 Taipei Final Draft Convention may be a
useful instrument for further consideration on whether an independent
sectorialized dispute settlement mechanism should be established.

Considering these circumstances it seemed essential to take legislative
action to implement a system as comprehensive as the relevant legal
framework are in the Law of the Sea and International Criminal Law
mechanisms for dispute settlement and conflict avoidance from outer space

activities.
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