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Act of 1998), ® 959474 4’ (Commercial Space Transportation
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Abstract

A Study on Improvement on National Legislation for

Sustainable Progress of Space Development Project*

Lee, Kang-Bin**

The purpose of this paper is to research on the contents and
improvement of national legislations relating to space development in
Korea to make the sustainable progress of space development project in
Korea.

Korea has launched its first satellite KITST-1 in 1992. The National
Space Committee has established “The Space Development Promotion
Basic Plan” in 2007. The plan addressed the development of total 13
satellites by 2010 and the space launch vehicle by 2020, and the launch
of moon exploration spaceship by 2021.

Korea has built the space center at Oinarodo, Goheng Province in
June 2009. In Korea the first small launch vehicle KSLV-1 was launched
at the Naro Space Center in August 2009, and its second launch was
made in June 2010.

The United Nations has adopted five treaties relating to the
development of outer space as follows : The Outer Space Treaty of
1967, the Rescue and Return Agreement of 1968, the Liability
Convention of 1972, the Registration Convention of 1974, and the Moon

Treaty of 1979. All five treaties has come into force.

* This work was supported by the National Research Foundation Grant funded by the
Korean Government (KRF-2009-327-B00767).
** Professor, Department of International Trade, Sangji University
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Korea has ratified the Outer Space Treaty, the Rescue and Return
Agreement, the Liability Convention and the Registration Convention
excepting the Moon Treaty.

Most of development countries have enacted the national legislation
relating to the development of our space as follows : The National
Aeronautic and Space Act of 1958 and the Commercial Space Act of
1998 in the United States, Outer Space Act of 1986 in England,
Establishment Act of National Space Center of 1961 in France, Canadian
Space Agency Act of 1990 in Canada, Space Basic Act of 2008 in
Japan, and Law on Space Activity of 1993 in Russia.

There are currently three national legislations relating to space
development in Korea as follows : Aerospace Industry Development
Promotion Act of 1987, Outer Space Development Promotion Act of
2005, Outer Space Damage Compensation Act of 2008.

The Ministry of Knowledge Economy of Korea has announced the Full
Amendment Draft of Aerospace Industry Development Promotion Act in
December 2009, and it’s main contents are as follows : (D Changing the
title of Act into Aerospace Industry Promotion Act, @) Newly regulating
the definition of air flight test place, etc., (3 Establishment of aerospace
industry basic plan, establishment of aerospace industry committee, @
Project for promoting aerospace industry, (& Exploration development,
international joint development, 6 Cooperative research development, (D
Mutual benefit project, Project for furthering basis of aerospace
industry, (@ Activating cluster of aerospace industry, (0 Designation of
air flight test place, etc., 1D Abolishing the designation and assistance of
specific enterprise, @2 Abolishing the inspection of performance and
quality.

The Outer Space Development Promotion Act should be revised with
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regard to the following matters : (D Overlapping problem in legal system
between the Outer Space Development Promotion Act and the Aerospace
industry Development promotion Act, (2 Distribution and adjustment
problem of the national research development budget for space
development between National Space Committee and National Science
Technology Committee, (3 Consideration and preservation of environment
in space development, @ Taking the legal action and maintaining the
legal system for policy and regulation relating to space development.

The Outer Space Damage Compensation Act should be revised with
regard to the following matters : (D Definition of space damage and
indirect damage, (2 Currency unit of limit of compensation liability, (3
Joint liability and compensation claim right of launching person of space
object, @ Establishment of Space Damage Compensation Council.

In Korea, it will be possible to make a space tourism in 2013, and it
is planned to introduce and operate a manned spaceship in 2013.
Therefore, it is necessary to develop the policy relating to the promotion
of commercial space transportation industry. Also it is necessary to make
the proper maintenance of the current Aviation Law and space
development-related laws and regulations for the promotion of space

transportation industry in Korea.

Key Words : Space object, Space activity, Space development, Space
convention, Space law, National legislation, Aerospace
industry, Space damage, International liability,

Commercial space transportation industry





