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Reading ‘Little Manila’ along Daehangno :
Exploring the Conceptualization of Transnational Spaces*

Jung, Hyunjoo**
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Abstract : The paper attempts to balance the discourses of transnational spaces that have focused on
de—territorialization, by emphasizing that transnational spaces are maintained also through re—territorialization.
Reviewing the literature of transnational social fields, translocality, multicultural spaces and transnational places, I
aim to show the way the main issues from the literature help understand an actually existing transnational space,
Litde Mania in Dachangno, Seoul. T specifically address the dialectic relation between de-territorialization and
re~teritorialization, multi-scalar networks, and hybridity of multicultural spaces in interpreting the weekend
enclave of Filipinos in Seoul. 1 argues that Little Manila is a grounded translocality operating through multi-scaled
networks of various actors. Furthermore, it is not a unified space where one dominant Filipino identity stands out.
Different Filipinos and Filipinas constitute the space imagining different homes. It is also a multicultural space open
to other minorities, which suggests the possibility of alternative spatial politics based on co—presence of different
‘Others’.

Key Words : Little Manila, transnational social fields, Translocality, multicultural spaces, transnational spaces,

Filipino transmigrants
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