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The Effect of Socio—-Physical Regeneration on Social Network of
Elderly Residents

-Focused on Hanmaum public apartment of Daejeon implemented under Rainbow project
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Abstract

The direction of Urban regeneration is changing toward holistic regeneration with residents’participation all over the
world. While world leading projects in holistic regeneration such as "Ballymun of Ireland” and "Buffalo of US.A”
appeared, recently in Korea, "Rainbow project” is getting paid attention as a similar example due to its Socio—Physical
approach. The purpose of this study is to find the Effect of Socio-Physical Regeneration on Social Network
characteristics of Elderly Residents in a public rental apartment. The subjects of the study are elderly residents who
have resided since much before the environmental intervention. The research methods is in—depth interview. Specific
features of social network included awareness of the physically improved surrounding environment, awareness of and
participation in welfare programs, social interactions, identity, and vandalism behavior. As results, most of elderly
residents recognized environmental improvement and felt very positive enough to enhance their attachment and pride in
their residences. Physical environment changes had a considerable impact on the social network characteristics and also
had a strong influence on their relations with community. Considering that permanent public rental housing has been a
socially isolated place, it is significant to notice that residents’ perception of being excluded and behaviors are changed
gradually being influenced by environmental improvement.
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