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Natural Environments and the Change of Social-economic Conditions
in the Clan Villages. In Case of Sanggok and Suchon Clan Village,
Kyongbuk Region

Park Kyu Taeg*

Abstract : This thesis is to examine natural environments and the change of socio-economic
conditions in the clan villages of Kyongbuk region through the case study of Sanggok and Suchon
one. The results of the study is summarized in the followings.

Firstly, after the early 1990s Sanggok clan village located in Dasan-myeon was not influenced by
its natural environmets, but by the relative location near a large city, Taegu. On the contrary, after
the 1980s Suchon clan village in Byeokjin-myeon has been grown as an agricultural area of
commercially producing water melon due to mountain and its related climate.

Secondly, the total population of Sanggok and Suchon clan village have been continuously
declined after the 1970s. Particularly the numbers of children per household were declined to 2.4 in
the late 2000s. Consequently it is suspected whether or not the clan villages will be existed in spite
of their declining population in the future.

Thirdly, people in the Sanggok and Suchon clan village were generally poor due to the small
agricultural land. After the 1970s, however, the villages have been largely influenced by the
industrialization and urbanization of Korea. Sanggok clan village was influenced by the outside
expansion of Taegu metropolitan city due to its relative location while Suchon village by the
commercial cultivation of water melon under a good condition of natural environments.

Fourthly, there are differences between people’s cognition to the agricultural conditions of the
Sanggok and Suchon clan village. Such a difference is closely related to the socio-economic
conditions of the two different clan villages.

Keywords : clan village, natural environments, population change, commercial cultivation,
industrialization, urbanization
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