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Regional Innovation and Global Networks: Critical Review
of Theoretical Argumentsand the Role of Transnational Ethnic
Communities

Hyungjoo Kim*

Abstract : Research on regional innovation has recently emphasized the significance and necessities
of global networks. However, theoretical arguments have not provided the answers for how global
networks are actually formed and work, and the related discussions have not been cohesive while
introducing separate concepts originated from diverse disciplines without connecting them with
each other. This paper intends to critically review theoretical concepts on spatialities of regional
innovation networks and demonstrate limits of each concept, arguing that a synthetic perspective is
necessary for understanding how global innovation networks work. The author introduces,
specifically, the concept of transnational ethnic communities, which has been recently given much
attention to investigate global innovation networks, and provide its theoretical and policy
implications.
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