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ABSTRACT

Empty Time, Empty Space, and Non(3E)-Place in World of
Warcraft: The Accumulated Experience and the Recovery in
Reality

Kyong Won Song

The purpose of this study is to aesthetically approach a game, which was popular at home, through
microscopic analysis on World of Warcraft. World of Warcraft(hereunder called WOW), which improved a game
method of MMORPG that had been popular conventionally at home, from several angles, is suggesting new
paradigm of MMORPG game. This study aims to propose new vision on game analysis by approaching this
new method from the perspective of player.

For this, it divided WOW into shift method, instruction implementation method, and communication
configuration method, and analyzed this, respectively, by introducing a concept of empty time, empty space,
and non-place, which was borrowed from Zygmunt Bauman’s "Liquid Modermity .

WOW's shifting method rather extends empty time, that is, the waiting time, contrary to the conventional
MMORPG, which used a method of removing. Instead of maximally reducing boring, which becomes
disturbance of a game, it is what overwhelmingly enlarges time that needs to be waited, thereby being what
induces a sense of time, which a player experiences daily life, to the inside of a game.

WOW’s instruction implementation method offers one of hugely single map instead of zone-system
necessary for map loading in the discontinued form. This minutely implements even a greatly insignificant place
in playing a game, thereby stirring up a sense of travel, which explores there in reality.

Finally, WOW’s community configuration method makes a hunting-targeted group clear, which added a
concept of hunting called the raid to the existing gild system. The raid, which is a large party of being bound
to the inside of Instant Dungeon, clearly gives a performance role to each of party members, thereby allowing
the identity in character to be connected directly to the identity of player. Through this, the player filled the
suggested ’space’ with experience, thereby being able to change it into "place’ that is significant to an
individual.

Key-word: World of Warcraft, MMORPG, empty time, empty space, non-place
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