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Abstract : To grasp the migration characteristics in the Busan Metropolitan Area (BMA), this study analyzed
household characteristics and migration selectivity. The major findings of the study are as follows: first, young
(especially 25 to 34 years of age) and single person households have greater propensity to migrate out from BMA,
and their home ownership rate is low. These trends are much stronger in houscholds that migrate out towards the
Seoul Metropolitan Area from Busan, Second, age and educational selectivity of migration is evident. The
characteristics of movers are quite different from those of stayers at Busan. Young people are more likely to
migrate out of Busan, and higher levels of education are deeply associated with higher mobility. Through analyzing
four high schools in Busan, it is acknowledged that most honor students entered 4-year universities in Seoul. The
outflow of highly educated young people may induce the brain drain. Busan is undergoing both population decline
and the problems caused by the brain drain,
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