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A Study on Aesthetic Improvement Methods of
Wooden Furniture according to the reconstruction of Wood
Shake and Gnarl!

Ki, Choi” 'YOon—Sup,SongH

ABSTRACT

Shake and gnarl in the timber market are considered as a defect of reducing the quality
of timber. However, this study expects that shake and gnarl are the optimum design tools to
improve aesthetics of furniture if their unique form is properly used as formative expression
factors of wooden furniture. This study is conducted to suggest methods in order for
consumers and designers to consider shake and gnarl as new formative factors and apply
them to wooden furniture designs. The study conducts a preference survey of general people
by manufacturing furniture that has or doesn't have shake and gnarl, and measures the level
of aesthetics after providing furniture design majors with furniture image that reprocesses
shake and gnarl in a new way. According to the findings, shake and gnarl have latent
aesthetic values, which verifies that various methods can be used to improve aesthetics of
wooden furniture by means of a case study. By applying hidden authentic value of the
verified shake and gnarl to furniture design, various improvement methods of aesthetics will
have to be actively studied.

Keywords: defect of wood, shake, gnarl, furniture design, aesthetic.
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Fig. 4. Images of Shake and Gnarl shown on the Hansem DBEW Design Center Gate
and Wooden Tables in a Lounge in the Building
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