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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to investigate the prevalence of children’s somatic symptoms and the relationships among parent
and child variables such as parenting attitude, children’s anxiety, emotional expressiveness and somatic symptoms. The subjects were
523 6th grade students in four elementary schools located in Seoul, Busan and Daejeon. All subjects were tested with the Korean
version of Children’s Somatization Inventory (K-CSI), Parental Rearing Attitude Inventory, State-Trait Anxiety for Children (STAIC),
and The Emotional Expressiveness Questionnaire. The collected data were analyzed by the frequency and percentage of somatic symptoms
the children had experienced during the last 2 weeks; Pearson’s correlation and multiple regression were used for the selected data
of 10 somatic symptoms which were experienced by over 10% of the children. The results are summarized as follows: First, abdominal
pain, headache, dizziness, and memory failure, in that order, were experienced in over 20% of the children. Second, children’s somatic
symptoms had significant relations with mothers’ and fathers’ loving-denial attitudes and their anxiety and emotional expressiveness.
Third, children’s somatic symptoms were influenced by their anxiety and emotional expressiveness, but not by parenting attitude.
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