312 EFL StME0| of Mt MY XIS 25
Confusion in the Perception of English Anterior Coronal Consonants by Korean EFL
Students
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Abstract

It is well-known that Korean EFL learners have difficulties in producing English fricatives
which are not in the inventory of Korean and consequently tend to replace English fricatives
with stops. The purpose of this paper is to investigate whether Korean students also have
difficulties perceiving English anterior coronal consonants including fricatives. To this end, forty
Korean college students participated in an identification test which consisted of 24 nonce words
with English anterior coronal consonants in 4 different prosodic locations (CV, VC, VCVV,
VVCV). It was shown that the mean accuracy rates were higher in strong position like CV and
VCVV than in weak position like VC and VVCV, providing confusion matrices for each target
consonant. It was also found that Korean participants had a great difficulty identifying English
[e] and [d], which are novel in Korean. Importantly, the confusion patterns found in the
perception test tended not to be identical with those found in the previous production studies
in that both stops and fricatives were misperceived as fricatives while fricatives were
misproduced as stops. Further, perceptual devoicing and intervocalic voicing were attested in
VC and intervocalic position, respectively. Based on the findings of this study, pedagogical
implications were drawn.
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