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Diffusion and Process of the Oriental Medicine in France :
In a case of the acupuncture

Mnho Kim*
Youngsan University, College of Phisical Education, Asian Martial Arts Department

Abstract

The aim of this study is to observe the spread and implementation of acupuncture as an official
medical treatment in France. This research is based on the study of the scientific magazine produced by
the Association of Acupuncturist Doctors of France from 1945 to 2008 as well as medical and sociological
studies. Western medicine was introduced and spread in Korea about one hundred years ago and is the
foundation of modern Korean medicine. Nowadays it is more commonly employed than traditional Oriental
medicine. Oriental medicine was introduced in France in the 17th century but only acupuncture gained
notoriety. The French Faculty of Medicine officially chose to legalize acupuncture after WWII but only
allowed doctors to study acupuncture. It takes three years to obtain an Inter-University Degree(DIU) in
acupuncture therapy. Why would the Faculty of Medicine make a holistic treatment system official that is
in opposition to the systematic treatment method of the Western medicine? The second question posed is,
does Western Academia still recognize acupuncture as a viable treatment method? The final question
addressed is, has acupuncture any real impact on medical treatment of the French Society?
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