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olgar

nerement of food safety problems in Korea including
I garbage dumplings, Kimchi contaminated
with parasites’ eggs, and more recently,
melamine in chinese foods agitated korean
public's concern on food safety issue. One of
the causes of public agitation on food safety is current
Food

safety authorities are divided into 7 agencies

system for food safety management.

controlled by 26 separate laws in Korea., The
present multiple agency system for food safety
liability,

administration hinders integrity,

rapidity and efficiency of administrative
affairs on food safety, making difficulties on
inter—agency cooperation and information
sharing.

It isideal to transfer food safety administration

affairs to a single agency to solve aforemen-—

Corresponding author : Yong-Soon Lee

tioned problems, However, integration of
multiple agencies costs a huge expense and long time,
Taking these difficulties account, here I suggest that
it isright time to congider a colligative system for
food Last

fortunately,

safety = management, year,

korean government established
“Food Safety Fundamental Law” and a new
organization named Food Safety Policy

Committee” . However, concern still exists

whether the committee follows precendent

2

failure of “ Food Safety Countermeasure

Committee” , which was under the prime

minister. In addition, the questions remain
how many times in a year Food Safety Policy
Committee” will beopened, and if reasonable and
appropriate intervention on food safety policy can

be made by this committee. It is likely that the

Department of Veterinary Public Health, College of Veterinary Medicine, Seoul National University,

599 Gwank-ro Gwank-gu Seoul, 151-742
Tel: 82-2-880-1270
E-mail: leeys@snu.ac.kr
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intervention tends to be compromising for the interest
of related agencies rather than to make
fundamental solution on the food safety
issues. A bigger problem lies on whether this
committee, as a colligative organization for
food safety, practically can stabilize public
agitation. In fact, the public tends to distrust
government authorities’
safety. The

instability to the public and is likdy to amplify the

opinions on food

distrust cause emotional
social impact of food safety issuesin Korea, A well
in XX noodle

company caused a tremendous social uproar,

known accident of beef tallow

However, the company was given a decision of “not
guilty” eventually after losing credibility asa food
manufacturer, The situations of garbage
dumpling problem and recent issue on USA
beef import are similar to this, Asa matter of fact,
food safety is an issue of public reliability.
From my own experiences,
with food

unfortunately, if it fails to settle the problems, then

if government

confronts safety issues and

its reliability is seriously damaged.

Here I recommend to organize ‘Food Safety
Committee” consisted with non-government
which food

management, especially taking charge of risk

experts colligates safety
assessment, for the good of both the public and
government, Continuous operations rather
than big temporary measures is desirable to
food

management. To this end, a permanent and

get public reliability on safety

independent committee is necessary rather

than present temporal one,
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