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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is contemplating and substantiating Korean Empire’s court costume
through relics and photos. Additionally, the meaning of the pattern of Mugunghwa as the na-
tional symbol in the court costume is considered. The results of this study are following. First, a
phased introduction of western-style court costume was executed through Ulmi Reformation in
1895 and Court Costume Rule in 1900. Ulmi Reformation was characterized by transitional refor-
mation because newly introduced system and traditional costume consolidated in costume. Under
Court Costume Rule, however, by accepting western-style on contemporary costume, modernized
style was settled in every respect of form and matter. The court costume comprised bicorn, coat,
vest, pantaloon, sword, sword belt, white collar and white gloves at audience with the Emperor.
Second, by examination of the relics of Chigimgwan and Juimgwan, it was confirmed that the
court costume was manufactured in foreign countries such as France and Russia on the basis of
order. It was also identified by pictures that court costume was worn by diplomats dispatched.
Third, the pattern of Mugunghwa in court costume was featured by embroidery of 6 petal
pattern. And the pattern of Mugunghwa, as national symbol, has important meaning in view of
history and national affection, while Japanese and European adopted the crest of the royal
household. In summary, Korean Empire proclaimed modernized court costume institution to han-
dle international relationship driven by West. It was uneasy reformation in adopting western
court costume imported from overseas because its textile and style were completely different from
traditional costume. However, the willingness of Korean Empire should be reevaluated in the his-
tory of Korean costume, in that Korean Empire established court costume proclaimed its sover-
eignty domestically and overseas, and that the pattern chosen as national symbol was that of
Mugunghwa which is current national flower.
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