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A Qualitative Case Study on the Barriers Faced by Teachers in
Choosing Environmental Education as the Creative Discretionary Activity
in Elementary Schools
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ABSTRACT

This study is a qualitative case study aiming at understanding and finding out influential factors and barriers when
school teachers choose Environmental Education as their Creative Discretionary Activities. To do this, this study focuses
on the process of two teachers' choices of the Creative Discretionary Activities in two other elementary schools. The
results of this research are follows. Two teachers' choices are affected by several influential factors, divided into external
factors and internal factors. External influential factors include culture of school and education, media, chief education
officers, parents and school. Internal influential factors are teachers' value and philosophy of education, teachers'
experiences, teachers' capacity. These influential factors' forces aren't the same with each other. These influential
factors, are influenced by educational, social, national, local, and schoof leve! indicated by Taylor et af s {1974) classification
criterion. Especially, however, Korea's particular educational environment focusing on university entrance examination
strongly affects teachers' choice. School factors also has a big strong effect on teachers' choice. Among others internal
factors are the most serious influential factor affecting on teachers' choice.

Key words: school environmental education, qualitative case study, creative discretionary activities, teacher's choice
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