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Abstract

To investigate acute drug intoxication trends in the elderly visited Emergency Medical Centers, Data was

collected from the records of poisoning patients visited Five different Hospitals from January 1. 2007 to December
31 2007, The analysis was conducted by using 135 cases of 624 cases. When considering only the elderly and
making comparisons between the wrban areas and the rural areas the following data was produced. In regard to
patients with acute drug intoxication, the main substance of choice was pesticides. Cases of acute drug intoxication
are definitely higher for those categorized as the rural elderly (75.099) when compared with those categorized as the urban
elderly (44.1%). The mele to ferrgle ratio, those living together as a family, past suicide attenpts, mental state and
sobriety condition when they camre, monthly distribution etc. between the two groups did not denonstrate a difference
between them In regard to reasons given for acute drug intoxication, suicide was the highest at 607% of the cases.
When conparing accidental reasons for poisoning, the urban eldetly, at 34.2% of their cases, were higher than in the
rural elderly, at 23726 After first aid was administered, the admission rate was higher for the rural elderly (4749 than
for the urben elderly (339%9). This shows that the rural elderly have a more severe acute drug intoxication poisoning

problem than the urban elderly do.

Keywords : elderly, intoxication, drug, pesticide, safety management
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