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A Recovery Method of External Symbol Information
in Statically-Linked ELF Files

Jung-In Kim'

ABSTRACT

ELF, an abbreviation for Executable and Linkable Format, is the basic file format for shared libraries
and executable files used in the Linux system, whereas ‘Linker’ copies the symbol information of static
shared libraries into the symbol table in the target file generated by way of static linking. At this time,
the symbol table keeps various pieces of debugging-related information including function names pro-
vided by the shared libraries, and it can be deleted to avoid debugging for security reasons by utilizing
the fact that it does not directly affect the program execution, This paper proposes a method for restoring
the symbol information of static shared libraries from the ELF object file in which the symbol table
is deleted, and confirms that the symbol information is restored by conducting practical experiments.
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typedef struct

E1£32 Word §t_name;
B1f32_ Addr st_value;
E1£32 Word st_size;
unsigned chaxr st info;
unsigned char st _other;
E1£32_Section st_shndx:

/* symbol name {gtring tbl index) */
J* Symbol walue */

/* Symbol size */

/* symbel type and binding */

/% Symbol visibility +/

/* Section index */

} E1£32 Sym;

8 3. dE R=A
AE F8E 78tk ELF 342 7BHoR 7
Ao HE EolEE 7M. shvbe T4 4E H o

A
22 EeM ELF A8 ddoA] e A8 29
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....... variable reference
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typedef struct

E1£32_Addr
E1£32_Word r_info;
} EL£32_Rel;

r_offset; /¥ Addrsss */
/* Relocatlon type and symbol lndex */
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/* example.c */
#include <stdio.h>

int main()
{
printf("Hello, ELF\n");
return 0;
}
A 22e AFEQ MAE Y e E3 o
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A4Y =g I

$> gcc examplec -0 example
$> cp example example_stripped
$> strip -S exmaple_stripped

A48 example FY 3} example_stripped ¥ Y&
A8 golBe fRoul Zolrl G 1 9 ta n
oA e &3] T8ttt 19 62 §8¥ 7 A%
& gdb YIHAR HAE Aotk
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gdb LM 71 2 example_stripped Z21%-& 43 Do 040000000 // 1-addr (1) A

{gdb) x OxbT1HE000

AIARA A8 glo]Bo] A H L% e é:ggl}&c: 0+0098992b // + _name :
adb
o]Zo] SHlE 2EEHE AL & 2= gtk 18 6olA B 68049474 // 1_Id !
= 0x98d6d4: Dx0088d%a8 // {.next ———+|
prlntf() g-—r7]- 0}- hatd puts() Bt'}-r'7} EE% 0] 'IT'C élidsg;we 6x00000000 /7 {_prev H
g el gl o3l HAsTE RN ME ol " o 1 s 0]
adb
ot} AT AAME TS5 o]B9 FA BRI} # OB 00092392 // % _nane ! E
0x9330b0: OK00R86530 // 1.1
olu ;] & Hduye A &
delng £dat 492 Azdn 82353%4: [T — ;E i
2ode 54 3§ ol o g4 dA Giobioos:  Du0098dB15 // Loves: 01 B0 ik 322 el
F50E A 98 @-_)f:—g-o] %zﬂfsl}t:}. IRl 73 ?zzxgm Mt 000 // faddr (3)<-s :< ————————— :
. 1 : /7 \oanes Stib/libe.so6 |
F e o]B2 _dl_runtime resolve()et _dl_ Ty a8 S/ 1 tivlite, ‘
Dxb7185008: 0%005e7d9c // i_1d | 1
fixupOolth T2 XL o2 FF gholH e 0400880800 /7 | next e | |
N . . - (db) | o
218 d48 5&3M9, _dlruntime resolve() & 1(3:5;1;32?;3&009 Bg:'%szj?a: /7 toprev: OIF E ) link_nap TA_IE RIE]
- - = = 0x96deds: .59.87
7} AT, o &AAS] Loty Y& JFE U (odo) wf GHODSBZE0 v I
) Gz 1 ags o DLGRUODD <_rte_jocalTo>7  x0To00 1t @
o2 4% F+E 2459 19 7°] YEIT ORSBGA0A <_rtld_ocale T2 CxOBABIIA // t.nase: /Iib{ld-linux.so‘z
%eax # A28 _dlruntime_resolve() & k réiglééme <rtidlocale?i6>:  0x009Bcel8 // 1.1 !
a0
% ":!3“-?-77 ;ﬁ, X‘}%iﬂ%‘. hnk_map %7,&7—(“ k&_,?._ 13] %»:. ?:?bﬂg%c <.rtld.lecal« 780> 0200000000 /7 | .next :
- - ) ONBBI310 <rtld.local« 780> Ovh7FBS000 // |.prev: OI® (3) link.nap ZH4E VH2IZ!
27} Bolla, %edx #AAEE _dl_runtime. (oct)
o s ink =
resolve() & pltE 5&8}7] dojl =21y U9 2@ 9. link_map TEASS] T

g pltoll A A3 reloc_offset ol Eoiqlth. o] = 5 5 3
=l B e BolA AR 2 olgated dlfixup() Seld B ¥, A

Wole %eax FALE Y W& FAsbdE Fo)
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fu
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3.6 link_map 7=

link_map &+ U7} F23}E g2 Xz 2 370 e, Lnextst Lpreve 7t g3
th BRIFEE B4 TR goluele JRE 2Y ol o)d FRAE ¥EE Jlan.
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AA link_map TEA ) & AAsHHE, A AlFEe SYMTAB, #4€ HolE Alzaal
STRTAB 5& 73}7] 98] 449 golE g

000122c0 <_di_runtime-resolve>: = kv 1 3 B2~ AR+ RT o
12ec0: 50 push  ¥eax 3% 10‘4 %E} _dl_ﬁxup() ‘J-T ] _} AL ]
12ect: 51 push  %ecx LH_g___.Q, 2]»_‘_,‘]_%}.(:% Z]- E‘ﬂ o].‘i _?,Z‘;‘(]_E. :fLisH_Q_q.
12c2: 52 push  ¥edx = = = =
128c3: 8b 54 24 10 mov  Ox10(%esp), ¥edx OF A Z 3 2= 13 £ o)
:gecgi Sb 44 24 Oc nov Oxc{%esp) , ¥eax = i hnk_map TE ﬂ =T IJ—]' reloc_offset= <l

ech: e8 B0 ab ff ff call  da30 <_dl_fixup> Z o o] 1 ZAE 5 A4
1§8d01 Ba, pop  %edx t= Fret, ] link_map FRAE B3 442
12ed!: 59 pop Yook B, AR ol . ul o) Z o B
2ede: 87 04 24 xche  Yeax, (%esp) HIolE, A HOIE, AMA FoE T FLoE T
12ed5: c2 08 00 ret  §0xB g 4 itk
AT
12ed8: g0 nop
12ed3: 8d b4 26 00 00 00 00 lea OxDiXesi), Xesi dLﬁXllI)() @Zf-{— z}] 1y ;‘(] =]} 0] 28 V|Eo s }é%
a8 7. _di_runtime_resolve() &4 Bloj &g F3ta, AEHolE i Eo ExdH
olBel e A e °]——*€ &=
struct link.map
{ _dl_lookup_symbol_x{} &5+ elf/dl-lo okupc 5}
/+ These first few members are part of the protsco! with the debugger
This is the same format used in SYR4. =/ ?—J,oﬂ bl U:] EEQ 7”*“/] /‘]E‘ E" 1‘%‘% 7_]/‘}3)'
Ei t¥{4ddr) {_addr: /+ ohject?t 28 2|2 —rﬁ\.( +/
char +|_nane; /+ object?t YAHE Zd M 0iF. +/
EH!(Dyn? +{_id; /* BF objectd] EF ’1!"1 #/ #define DT_STRTAB 5 /+ Address of string table +/
struct link_map #|_next. +l_prev; /+ 2EE object® M. +/ #define DT SYNTAB g /+ Address of synbol table =/
8 #define DT JWPREL 25 7+ hddress of PLT refocs «/

28 8. link_map T4 2 10, elf.h sl Mot slojE olula
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(sdb) % Jeax

Ox110009: 0x484cd57t 5 return->l_addr: 2H0[=2{2 AlX
(adb) % $edx

Ox11c074: 0xC000237e ; sym->st_name

{gdb)

Ox11c078: 00001550 ; syn->st.vaiue

s return->l.addr + syn->st.value
0x83d423155

(gdb) x $vax + «(Sedx + 4)
0x125e50 <__iibc_start wain>:
(sdb)

I8 11. gdb HHAHZ Folsl &= 0|&

o] A& undef_name®] A& Fe Y& 9} 9
2, A WA AAE EoJlE strtab + sym->
st_name AAHS £3 S o2 T £ Tk

g 16l AA g FAUF ULE S B
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53l 9 & ASE gusn AR AF T
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/* example.c */

#include <stdio.h>

int main()

{
printf("Hello, ELFi\n");
return 0;

}

of APAAE printf() Fol e 48 BRE

Hlmo) o 2 MASQT) vkl WY w7 £33
A%YE AA4E A8 FLD9 printf() T4 2=
HE BH FH golrgd 9 printf) T4 2=
EA8HE Aol A ofu g HAE gopd 5 Sltk
W dog 4 A Fh gpolrgEle] 48 FRE
&5 d 5 Yok

wH A7 ZEE BEs AlL¥dA libea A

T goldeote] HA HAL T AALE
Aty A gdS 48 H, sirip =FE 0183
o ¥ HolEg A3

$> gec examplec —o example —static
$> cp example example_stripped
$> strip ~S exmaple_stripped

olBE#H AN printf) B¢ ZEE *%%"‘ st AH
4 E}O]Elﬂ“]ﬂli‘ &3 golu# e st TEE 5
2o 23 9 YE-E archive H3]& o] &38t] 3}t

gde) g3 it printf() T stdioh ol A
A=l e, sdioh BElE XE C grolH g
gc] gdolt), elFaoA £ C FolBelg #d
2 libcso(BA FF Fel2ea])e) libca(F & 34
gholr el SFEHY B A48 AF F4 ol
B 3 Hol=® libca HA-E FASEE 3
o} oA AFEEE0] libca YL archive(o]3} ar
Z B ez BolHonE o REE o] 83}

of fdefe] YR Foldn

$> cp /ust/lib/libc.a /tmp
$> ar /tmp/libc.a

o4 B4 g S printf.o FL o] printf()
e 23 vdolt}h printfo U9
ELF st ARE BA3RY, 3d o2 7$
Ox3ARE] printf() &40 ZE7 2ATE Gold &
ot} o Z7)= 26Hlo|ER EH o 98 Ox34EE
0x4d7h R o] o},

YA} AL EE o] g3t P o Z=E 2
Atk 27 12 48 FHeelny
e AMaoe s gf@_@ ] j_%
Aol M F2S printfOF+E

58 92
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06000040 |08 FF 35 04 0 06 86 EE FC FF FF FF €3 C3
O 12, g8 FF @olRazle] printf() g

89991729% 59 89 E5 80 45 8C 83 EC 8C 568 FF 75
08ee1736 ge&FFSSIEBBSGSES 18 3C o6 98 €8 C3

o 13, Y meeid FE38 printf O

ot}

adxn AF HAE BT FIdE Y4
example_stripped YA ¢ printf() ¥ Z=E
28 Aot vastt

I 1494 & Ao il R F
7re} Aol eolrt. € —,——E.—O] g3 il
A Forr ) HE AT ZEE

28] 158 gdb v AR JMEF printf() T
ol moolth 92 A BEL
A Feth AP FYolA
Ff golE g e mEA
T A OxOfF-E] 0x1274A4] 4n}o] E, Ox14%-E] 0x177+
R 4qujolE T ot} 9] AAE EC’} FHES R
FoReE Ay =y, iAE Qrlo)E 2=
Ay Wxe F48 teyle 2=24 44 printf
g5 AG M9 stdoutpd] F24:9) viprintf
TE 5F37] 48 FAE VEES ¢4 F T ¥
AR FH Felrsyds 4zb 0x00 0x00
0x00 0x003} Oxfc Oxff Oxff OxffZ A Ad F7¢
ol FA AT BF WERE F42 HAHIAT

e
29

4.3 4

it

=39 of

3
E T 2holB g o Auix] Hol &) S

A
fr

Q0eBe30 .

60000040 08 FF 35 B i

T3 14, $2 25 2loizRzle) printf() g 2= MY
}O‘OHM FE8 printf() g8 vl

0x8049724 <printf>: push  %ebp

0x8049725 <printf+l>: mov %esp, %ebp
0x8049727 <printf+3>: lea  Oxc{%ebp).%eax
Ox884972a <printf+b>: sub $0xc, %esp
0x804972d ~printf+g-: push  %eax

Ox804972e =printfele>: pushl BOx8({%ehp)
9x8649731 «printf+13>: pushl Bx88Sed3c
OX8049737 <printf+19>: call  Ox824d354 <viprintf>
@x884973c <printf+24>: leave

0x884973d <printf+25>: ret

D8 15, printf() &2l ojddlEe] 32

&N 2I3E ELF UMl IR &=

2 8327”167

Edz dgggds F4 ol
TEE Yo MR FALE AT
JB#ge AuA slo]Eoe Ad Wi

Aajol st Fzo Wi ARt 01
A &3 printfo FA 9] AuH| HolE
87198 readelf =T& AHE3FA T
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TR
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$> readelf -r printf.o

1% 162 printfo $Y 9] A HolEE £33
&} Axjo|t}, Offset WEE text ’ﬂlﬁ’] Al S &
Azoz Aol & 2T AL v dt printfo
sdol A 2 k& 42 0x0000000£<F 0x000000142,
O A Ao Anel FLEE ¢+ A
Typed ojd F79 FAHAA FEst=d AHS-HT
o 7]14 R_3%6_32¢ At F4& A A& ey
R_386_PC32%¥ PC 8 4 XA 92-& vJeldt
Sym. Name B=& F£REE Quix] o ist
A8 olgo 2 Z}7t _ stdoutp®h viprintfel] thgk A
dg ofm gt

o] Ax+E 53 FA} AL Y o oW A
RHE EQE 43 gdd TgEE FH T FolR
HElY Z=E AR dold & Ut ol
7o) Y] Mot F o g Apolx FAESIT
w3, 17 179 veld AAYE $HE REE A
3 UeR] Z2oE A3 948 HF I golry
o] F=9} R3] T AHLE T
o, o] AHdE B =AM Adste B ¢neF
of 23 £US ATt

A F5 geludeld £3E ZE AHIA Hol
B Fzxstod AavA deleg AT H, 49
] BAlE A F4 ge|Hely] 2o vws
oE 4zte] 2Tyt 92 AH 3 golrEy

Offset Info Type

60000eRf  0ROOO7EL R 386 32
60600014 00000862 R 386_PC32

Sym.Value Sym. Name
80008000  __stdoutp
00po0Bee  viprimtf

2 16. printf.o miele| AYuix] Hol&
6800030 C & 58 FF 75
00000846 | 68 FF 35 “

,@}V e
e
<8 g B2 Hesty v

T8l 17, B AR Al el
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o »
A

q BE &
A AR HeolBs

5. Mg =7 Ala" 7

5.1 grayResolve 79

IDA Pro= dojAE#HZ A ELF 48 H49¢ &
A3l oAl 2] =2 WEHFH, SDKE 53
AEA 3 %S AT 2 =8AME DDA
Pro SDKE o] 48] 48 B B o FeAol4
9l grayResolveZ T34 Z2aYe] 522
o237 2k

| T 3R goimazlel 0E 480l O 325 FE |
)}
T 35 sol=aizla A do)E L
73 20 o3 2T XS 017 3,
gol20) XF
I
23541 St A Yug JHE EF A
ANIUR dolElsol20l 4 2 350l iEE
2
BXE REo FaE CLodEHAA HE
ABROIA B

ALH o]

s
El b
o

ojo

[ilLE
P

wA A T4 golues Y22 gz &
2 FUEE FEE davt vk A Ff ol
HE FYL ar FHOE Hojgloen 1 4L 17
185 2t}

grayResolveol A& ZZh9] B4 9d& FE8
7] €8] elf_parse_object) T+E TS
elf_parse_object() g4= F& FTH ol 7
dg glo] B9, ar U & F AL o|EF Y
aNg Faste] zpzhe] B3 o tig ER1HE
g5 ol dAFTH

Field Offsot from Fleld Offset o Field Name Field Format
0 15 File name ASCH

16 27 File maodification timestamp Decimal

28 33 Owner 1D Decimal

34 38 Group ID Decimal

40 L¥g File mode Cetal

48 57 File size in bytes Decimal

58 59 IFile magic V40012

@ 18, ar g@aAlel &

RE Edi=2

elf_search_signature() ¥+t elf_parse_object()
Fr2RE YALE XAEE 7|E02 BLF 34
W& BAste] A dlojEe FRE Z3E H,
gl e Al HEs YA eln A
& oA A= e Frle] YA Fyste, v
o] ojZo|AH PiXE F5¢] o]F LR JoHE &
Hg £ 3 ol 8 & 45 A

=B Oz g9 viAEHE e

HE 5 3] 1 8-S A5 & ¢ A St

vhA et B AlauA dEld Mg 84 JRE
ARG Al EdHo g HAFEr] 98 IDA Pro
SDK7} A #3}= do_name_anyway() 45 o] &
3}tk 28 199 do_name-anyway()2] < A1
£ B

o

1€

do_name_anyway() ¥F& 948 &9 4=
s Fold FAd 3] IDA Prov} #elsles WE

dolg] Wolo] Hetd B WAE RA}EE
g} o)y WE HE dolEe] JEE ELF ¥4
oA E7E g glo] HoldEd =58 Wt
SA ARSA A 2 23E YEd 5 e FHE
7Rt}

I 208 A8 AR 2 A, 28 21 A8 AR
53 Fo] Aotk F A JElE 4HEHE L&
Z FEA IDA Prort Y418 XA 8 sub 8049724
o]&¢] Ut printfE BAFHAESE & 5 Uk o

7/ Give a name anyway

// This function fries tp give the specified name the specified addresss
/¢ and tries o modify the name with » postfix (" 06"} if the name

/7 Blready exists.

77 1t will try 100 different postfixes and fail only if sll such names
/7 are already in use. For example, if the specified name is "xxx*.

/7 the function will try to give mames “XXX","XXX_6"."xxX_2".... "xxx_99"
7 ea - linesr address

I name - new name

1 MiL: return 8

1 “t;oreturn §

7 maxten - if specified, the name will be truncated to have the specified
" maximum Length

77 retuens: 1-ok, O-failure

idaman bool ida_expsrt do_name_anyway(ea_t ¢&. const char *name, size_t paxlen=0);

2% 19. do_name_anyway() & 4H

text;OB0481EC sub_88481EC proc near : CODE XREF: start+7ilp

Jtext s8804B1EC push ebp
Jtext:080481E0 mov ebp, esp

<text :086481EF sub esp, 8

. text:080481F2 and esp, OFFFFFFFGh
1ext:880481F% v eax, 8

text: 08048154 add eax, &Fh

- text:080481FD add eax, @Fh

. text:0804820€ shr eax, 4

text 08048203 shi eax, 4

Jtext 08046206 sub esp, fax

»text :08048208 sub esp, 6Ch

- text:08048208 push offset aHelloElf ; “hells. ELFiwn”
-text:08048216 £all  sub 5649704
-text:08048215 add esp, i6h
.text:08048218 mav eax, 8

text 989482}3 1eave

r
Ltexts 68648212 siib_8@481eC endp
D7 20, ME HE &7 A



.text:080481EC sub_BO4BIEC  proc near ; CODE XREF: starts7ilp

.text:6B80481EC push ebp

. text:880481E0 mov ehp, esp

. text:080481EF sub esp, 8
text:080481F2 and esp, OFFFFFFFOh
~text:880481FS mov eax, §

. text:880481FA add eax, GFh

. text:980481FC add eax, GFh

text: 85048206 shr eax, 4
text:88048203 shl eax, 4

. text: 88048206 sub esp, ezx
text:08048208 sub esp, €Ch

.text 58648268 push  offset aHelloElf ; “Hello. ELFi\n"
‘text:8804821€ call cintf
Text:98048215 B aa""‘"‘—wp T ion
text:08048218 0oV eax, 8
ctext:08048210 leave

Jext:0804821E retn

Jtext 6804821 sub 80481EC endp

0% 21 ME EE BT E

grayResolver> Matched: __sys_read at Ox08052d48
grayresalver> Matched: read at Ox08052d48
grayResolver> Matched: _read at Ox08052d4B
grayResolver> Matched: Iseek at Ox08052d5cC
grayresolver> Matched: __sys_ syscall at Ox08052d80
grayResolver> Matched: __syscall at 0x08052ds0
grayresolver> Matched: ___ syscall at Ox08052ds0
graﬁeso]ven Matcne —error at {}x0804€2558

B &7 494 AHEHE R examplecs) W& A4
3] g, wat ol A8 stdolA HH &
234 gv F5ds AF FF HolrHYRREH
A RQYe] BAENCH I ARE ol & JE
o), o} Hlo|E &) =9 ujF 7iwte]r] whio] 7}
S Aot} ulolE @] glE wiF e &2} =g

te 2ol AT, o7 FAgo
Aol i

2% 229 oA dxgd EAHE A8 AR
53 Z23E RBY libca A4 I golagge] &
283870 ] B F AW el £FE 504709 g
o t3 FEE E7YSE ¢+ Uok vniA 2334
el e Nl EAHCE A9 Bd 277t 59

< AE WA AT FA L] Ak o) Y
HLel FAHA] 2 GG P FFERA,
’“‘f@ sde ¢Pe FAF u-5F ol

T faEFe] AFETRE FHTH

1 A gigte= 2

& oludelz e ¥ 24 Z2ade) 34 U=
sed AL & B9, 4 FH Folnle Hdg
MESA Ferhd 2 =T ANGE PEe 4
3 % gt AW, ol BAGE duAA 5

X BOE ELF LRA0IMG 2R &8 38 =53 21”169

H gad 4 33 HFox EAshs FELE, °}F
AEHLZ AFdte 43 olde £t EA4E
ATE 1 141%4 o7 st wets 2 =8
g 7 HY 5o Wz Rl dFE
Agstdeh £ TS BRG] A% 540,
B =RAM 8T AE HolES AAsE W
ol SE-TA ZE AY ol EA% =2

a9 228 YAz dgEoJdeAE BASE
FEL HYste, g4 A AFoe Y& FREA

U ugARe $4L oA UHAS Fi
BUoIT GA AT ATOR $98 £ e
e ol ANEA g1 Yed, AF Be 47

st =97t ol Rojxo & FEoin.
6.8 E

widMEe 34 gag ELF gdoA A€
A& gol&g B st 7P dF % =
¢t g Ede dgEHe AE &7 Aol
4¢) grayResolveE 733, 232 53814
LA R EE A )AL o] &3t AFEE st
A% el A8 dHolBe AAE FEE +
=, O¥A-& FA 7908 A8 g ol AbA|
© Aol A9 Wol obdE & § YUrh

¢

m(m
o

S 30 oy L
rloaz.
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