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Abstract : Geographical name is not only a spoken or written language that has been constructed as a linguistic
element, but it is also a geographical phenomenon and a cultural element. Based upon this consciousness, the purpose
of this paper is to examine current classification and management systems of the geographical names in Korea and to
propose a new alternative classification and maintenance of the geographical names. In particular, the paper suggests
three categories for the type classification of the geographical names: morpheme, linguistic change, and contestation
types. In turn, this paper investigates the index of the geographical names contained in THE NATIONAL ATLAS OF
KOREA (2007) on the basis of the preceding classification types in order to unveil the practical problems and limitations
of the current classification articulated in the national atlas. This paper also proposes a new classification of the
geographical naming that reflects the divisions of front and back morpheme of geographical names. Finally, from the
discussions with the reinforcement of National Committee on Geographical Names, this paper invokes administrative
and institutional protection and systematical management of the contesting and unofficial small scaled geographical
names that have been set apart from the current geographical name standardization.
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Table 1. Classification of geographical name types. X|Hst 20} X|H 38 &,

CIasSiﬁers :

Classification criteria Types
Zensho Fisuke (D Administration type
(1935 @ Place and Topographical type

The Korean Language

(® Public architecture type

@ Industrial and ecopomic type
(&) Animal and Plant type

® Form and Shape type

(@ Administration boundary name type

Society (1967) @ Physical type (3 Artificial type
lee Subjects and documentation (D) Mountain (2 Valley @ Pass @ Rock and stone
1971 () Forest and plant & Hydrosphere (@ Plain
& Topographical feature
(® Geographical environment @ Position
(@ Animal name @ Natura] resource and production
@ Relics and artifacts 1@ Person’s name
@ Religion and custom
Lee Classification type | Language types (@ Original Korean name (2 Chinese name
(1982) (3 Foreign name @ Mixed name
Subjects used in Same classification with Lee (1971)
place name
Human settlement (D) Human settlement name (& Toponym & Hydronym
Ethnicity type
Period
Composition type | Syllables (D Monosyllable @ Disyllable
@ Trisyllable @ Polysyllable
Form combination | (D Front-morpheme (@) Back-morpheme
Kim Form analysis System analysis (D Native word (@ Chinese word @ Mixed word
(1985) Word composition | @ Simple word & Complex word

Formation factor
analysis

(D Location (@ Shape (3 Relics and artifacts
@ Animals & Plants ® Thoughts

D Legend/Folkiore & Human (@ land state
@ Object @ Water @ The old and the new
® Good years and bad @ Geomancy

Place name
recreated

(D) Phoneme change @ Morphology change

(® Replacement relationship
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Classification criteria Types
Classification by Prefix (© Spatial relationship @ Climate relationship
(1986) @ Front and rear relationship
@ Scale/size relationship
Classification by Suffix (D Nature physical condition @ Human condition
® Folklore/Religion
@ Human physical structure (&) Direction
Gang Use and Shape of land (D Place name of topography (@) Place name of usage
Q997" ®) Place name of comprehension
Form cause @ Physical name @ Cultural name
Nam (O Mountain and plain related name
(2004) @ Water and river related name
@ Cultural climate and spirit related name
Toh Morphologic types @ Prefix name @ Suffix name
(2003)
Kim Nominal documentation Forepart element (internal and external criteria)
(2005) Designated element Rearpart element
Seong Substantial + Functions to characterize | Forepart morpheme of place name
(2006) grammatical and concrete general
morpheme objects
Substantial General section Rearpart morpheme of place name
morpheme expression of objects
designated by place
name
Jo Structure and Name structure @ Part of speech @ Lexicology
(2002) scale parts ® Semantics @ Phonology
Name units (D Units of settlement scale

(® Mountains and streams

Motivation and Motivations of @ Socio-historical motivation
methods of naming @ Physical geographical motivation
naming Methods of naming | (D Intuitive and abstract method

@ The old and new method

® Old styled separation and combination methods
@ Restoration and abolition method
® Overlapping and concealing method

53] AFFACNA ol A FF BFEA TR Agae| ¥
Lee(1986)9] T P9 old SHo] FH3H B E -3k B AR ERS, ok =
AgolE FAshe Fellol what piERCAE 2y ogtHQl oY A7 S g3t FE - 4
2)9 RPFER(ET APL)E 42 Tl Hujo A 4 S
2 FE3 AAsct, =3 Nam and Seo(2004)& o] AW FHL AR WA} TH uig LE
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Table 2. Classification of geographical name types in National Geographic Information Institute.

IEAZERAY XE RE 2R

Classification Categories

Types Notes

General 1) Administration name

classification ® Village

@ Si-Gun-Gu & Pup-Myeon-Dong

Marine name is added in this
classification, based on The

2) Physical feature

(D Mountain name (Valley, Ridge, Rocks)
name (@ Stream (River, Stream, Swamp, shote)

Korean Language Society
(1967, 12).

3) Marine name

4) Man-made name

(D Marine geographical name
@ Undersea feature name

(D Parks name (@) Historic place name
® Street name @ Other facility names

This classification is related

to the categories suggested
by Kang (1997, 65-66).
The names indicated by the

classification are ambiguous
and indirect.

Classification by 1) Topographic name Classification by types of land shapes
Land shapes and 2) Usage name Classification by uses of topographic
uses of topographic surface
surf:
Hnace 3) Comprehensive Classification by comprehensive
name characteristics of types later named
Types of Primary 1) Physical topographic | (D Location and direction name
formation factors name @ Topographic name

(3 Climate name
@ Soil name

This classification is related
to the categories suggested
by Kang (1997, 65-66).

This classification is based

2) Cultural name

(@ Social name

@ Historical name
® Economic name
@ Folk name

® Ideological name

on the stated documentation
of place names and requires
more detailed sub-structural
classification with fore and
rear name parts.

Source: Adapted from National Geographic Information Institute (2005, 7-8) and the note explanation is undertaken by the

authors
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Table 3. Classification types of geographical name indices in National Atlas. (Z7|X|=Z)o| X|H Aol B2 o5

Categorical Element dl. ' ficati
classification ement classification Notes ’
Administrative | 1) Administrative Districts @ Some Gu (District) names are required to
name X ) describe with upper administrative district
@ Metropolitan City - Do name such as Buk-gu (Busan-si) because
@ Si (City) there are several same direction geographical
name that are different location (e.g. five
® Gun (County) Dong-gu, six Nam-gu names).
8-g gu
— ® Metropolitan City and Eup (Town) also
@ Gu (Districy) need ‘Si” and ‘eup’ names.
® Fup (Town) ® Same Dong and Ri names expressing at
different location are described with upper
® Dong - Ri administrative district name,
Physical 2) Mountain Ranges + Mountain All elements of the Physical geographical
geographical : ~bong(F), ~san(AD), ~sanmaek(AHH), ~dae(d)), name are required to be reclassified with
name ~nyeong(), ~gowon( ) more detailed criteria.
3) ‘~sudo’ name needs to be moved to 10). 3) Bay - Stream - Lake - Reservoir
: ~man - ~Bay(TD), ~gang(7d), ~Reservoir( A 4=A)),
~ho(#), ~cheon(F), ~po(&), ~ji(A)),
~Sea - ~hae(3), ~sudo($ =), ~Strait(F] &)
4) Peninsular - Islands - Island
: ~seom(A]), ~do(%), ~gundo(Is (&),
~gak(Galmagak)(21E1), ~gari(Geomeungari)(29C3),
~got(2), ~dan(Musudan)(19C2),
~beol(SeomeopbeoD(25C1D), ~ji(SeomeonugH(29C2)
Human 5) Temple 5) ‘Temple’ and 8) ‘Beach’ elements need to
geographical : ~sa(AP), ~am(%) be moved to element 10 in which the order
name 6) Expressway - Interchange should be placed as road, rail, marine, place
: ~Expressway(L& = 2), ~Jc(E 7] F), of interest.
Ansan(~Q1 E] A 21 Z]), Airport entrance,
Airport town square, Private and commercial tourist and resort
7) Railroad - Station company sites are included in 11) Other
: Aengnam(~2), ~Line(A1), Tourist Attractions section which restricts to
Incheon Int! Airport(~E3}) public and national attraction site section.
o
- The private and commercial sites should be
8) Beach . Lo
N -1 87) reallocated into adequate section in next
 “Beac T version.
9) Lighthouse
: ~Lighthouse(~-tH)
10) Place of interest
c~nu(R), ~gul - ~cave(F - £F), ~Falls(Z3£),
~im(F), ~jeong(A), ~gang(7), ~seong(4)
~Royal Tomb(%}%
11) Other Tourist Attractions
: ~Resort(F Z E), ~Spa(Z ), Bears Town,
~National Park(=F #5-), ~Folk Village(? &uh-&)
Others 12) Others

: ~Tide Embankment(® Z A)), ~Tunnel(8} '),
~Airport(F-3h), ~Bridge(H) 31), ~Mine(FAb),
~pyeongya(plain)(%g ©F), ~Estuary Dam(3}-21)
~jungseckgwang(F-434)

The title, ‘Others’, needs to be changed to
‘Other Famous Architecture’. The contents of
~Airport are repeated with element 7).
‘~pyeongya (plain) needs to be moved to
element 2) in physical geographical name.
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Table 4. An example of index classification of geographical name proposed for next National Atlas.
(S7IXI=T) AlY Mol 2R0| JHMOt ofjA|,

Ansan
Cheongju-si

Interchange
City
Hangang

River - Stream

25C1
25D2, 26A2
21D3
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Table 5. An example of type classification of geographical names proposed for next National Atlas.
(F7XI=R) XY [ 239 sHet

Categorical classification ' Element classiﬁcﬂéﬁon: : [y o
Administrative Administrative districts * Metropolitan City - Province * City * County * District
Place-names * Town * Village
Physical Mountain and plains * Mountain: ~bong(%), ~san(Ah), ~nyeong(@)
Place-names * Mountain Ranges: ~sanmaek(XH2)

* Plateau: ~gowon(3L4), ~dae(d))
* Plain: ~pyeongya(’§ of)

River and stream * River - Stream: ~gang(Z}), ~cheon(), ~po(3E)
* Lake: ~ho(), ~i(A])
* Reservoir: ~Reservoir(4 4= A])

Coast and sea * Bay: ~man - ~Bay(¥h)

* Peninsular - Cape: ~got(2)

* Strait: ~Strait(3] g)

* Islands - Island : ~seom(4), ~do(%), ~gundo(Is (=)
* Sea: ~Sea + ~hae(3l)

Human Road * Expressway: ~Expressway(1l4 = &)
Place-names * Interchange: Ansan(~S B} A 91 A]), ~Jet(E7]7)
Rail * Railroad - Railway: ~Line(41)
* Railway Station: Aengnam(~%)
Airport * Airport: ~Airport(F-3}), Airport entrance, Airport town square
Maritime * Lighthouse: ~Lighthouse(~5-H))
Attraction * Place of interest - Sights

:~nu($), ~gul - ~cave(& - F3), ~Falls(F L), ~rim(H),
~jeong(A), ~seong(Ad), ~Royal Tomb(%-3), ~sudo(FHa 1),
~Beach(3} &7, ~Resort(E] £ E), ~Spa(:2-4), Bears Town,
~National Park(Z % Z4), ~Folk Village(?l ul-2),

Temple(d - AFED[~sa(Ah), ~am(3h)]
* Other Architecture

: ~Tide Embankment(dZ A)), ~Estuary Dam(3H+ <),
~Tunnel(E]'d), ~Bridge(t} 1),
~Mine(GH4h), ~jungseokgwang(F4 )
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Table 6. An alternative of type classification of geographical names. X{E F& E=9f et

Classification criteria

Types

Object of naming
(Rear-name parts)

Physical geographical | Topographic name

name

(D Mountain name @ Plain name
® River and stream name

Maritime name

(D Marijtime name ®) Seashore name
(3 Submarine name

Human geographical Administrative district

Si-Gun-Gu-Eup-Myeon-Dong-Ri names

Cause of naming
(Fore-name parts)

name name
Man-made name (» Park name
(@ Historical remains and site name
@ Street name (@ Other facility name
Physical geographical | Topographic related Topographic features
name name
Climate related name Climate features

Vegetation related name

Vegetation features

Soil related name

Soil features

Direction related name

Direction and position features

Human geographical Social and ideological

name name

(D Family name

@ Historical administrative district name
(® Confucian name @ Buddhist name
(® Geomancy name (6 Moderns name

History reflected

(@ Historical and legend reflected name
(@ Japanese styled name

Economy reflected name

(D Industrial name & Commercial name

Plural/contesting
geographical name

When the same geographical feature or location is designated with two or more geographical

names, these designated names are considered as plural or contesting geographical names.
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National Geographic Name Commission
supervised by Prime Minister

Geographic Name Commission in local government

| Geographic Name Commission in 3i/Do level | <

Private / Public

party

{

| Geographic Name Commission in Si¥Gun/Gu level I
|

{

Geographic name divisions
in central government levels

Geographic name divisions
in local government levels

Ministry of Public Ministry of Land, Ministry of Land, Cultural tourism Cultural information
Administration and Transportation and Transportation and division division
Security Maritime Affairs Maritime Affairs
Local Administration National Geographic Korea Hydrographic
Bureau Information Institute and Oceanographic
inistration
Administrative Physical geographic Admini Cultural arts Cultural sports
geographic name name division Maritime geographic division division
division name division

Figure 1. Proposal for improving geographic name management structure within government organization.
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