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Process of the Legislation of the National Medical Services Law for
Traditional Korean Medicine Practitioners in 1951

Ki-Yong Jung, Wang-Yong Park, Choong-Yeol Lee
Department of Physiology, College of Oriental Medicine, Kyungwon University

Objectives: The aim of this study was to reflect upon the process of the legislation of the National Medical Services
Law for traditional Korean medicine practitioners (TKM practitioners), especially at the Assembly plenary session of
1951.

Methods: Various primary sources related to the legislation were examined, especially those in National Assembly
Records and newspapers.

Results: In 1950, the National Assembly wanted to establish the National Medical Services Law (IR EE#E%)
replacing the colonial medical services law (#fifF4#:53), but it ended in failure. So in 1951, the National Assembly
tried again. First, legislator Han Gukwon (%BJ), with 83 other legislators, introduced a bill for the new national
health care system. The Society and Health (it &{#({#Z% 5 ) and the Legislation and Judiciary subcommittees (1)
78 ®) deliberated on this bill, and each proposed an amendment to the National Assembly. In the process of
careful deliberation of these three proposals, the Ministry of Health and legislator Kim Ikgi (s2%2J5) each came up
with a further amendment. Ultimately, Kim Ikgi’s amendment was accepted by the National Assembly. According
to his proposal, TKM practitioners were titled ‘Hanuisa (Efil)’, and the medical office name of TKM practitioners
became ‘Hanuiwon (7%&kz)’.

Conclusions: The National Medical Services Law passed in 1951 was the beginning of the unique dual national
medical license system of Korea. It recognized Western medicine and TKM practitioners equally under the national
license system.

Key Words  National Medical Services Law (EIRESEES), license system for Traditional Korean Medicine (TKM)
practitioners , dual national medical license system (=70 ESREHIE)
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