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The Development of Modern Survey
and the Characteristics of Survey Drawings
in Early Modern Korea

Lee, Geau—Chul
(Senior Researcher, Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies

at Seoul National University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to understand the transition process of Korean
architecture and urbanism from traditional state to modern state, by investigating the
development of modern survey and the characteristics of survey drawings during the
Great Han Empire (K#7EY), the early modern Korea.

The governmental efforts of the Great Han Empire to introduce a modern survey
system named Gwangmu Land survey OG=HF ) ended in failure. After the
Russo-Japanese War (& H#k4F, 1904-1905), the Residency-General (%) held the
hegemony of Korean Peninsula. It reintroduced a modern survey system for the survey
of land and buildings all over the country and enforced the Land and Buildings
Certification System (-#%KEEWHIE). Since then, the land and buildings survey was
propagated rapidly and the modern system for land use was gradually organized.

With the progress of modern survey, the survey bureau of Cabinet (M) and
Department of Royal Household (7 MJff) created survey drawings that had some
characteristics of colonialism. Takjibu (&) produced cadastral maps of major cities,
with which the modern land system was developed. In addition, the Royal Property
Bureau (ify=MpE#H )5) produced survey drawings of land and buildings owned by the
Royal Household which were finally converted into modern facilities.

Keywords : Survey, Survey Education, Land and Building Certification System,
Survey Bureau, Architectural Bureau, Reorganization of the Royal Finances,
Survey Drawing
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