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L ocal Adjustment and Geographical Knowledge of Foreign
Immigrantsin S. Korea

Byung-Doo Choi*

Abstract : As foreign immigrants are rapidly increasing, how they without previous knowledge and
experience adjust themselves to local circumstances where they come to live becomes a major
social issue. In order to analyze their adjustment process, this paper suggests a model which
consists of relationships with local environment and people on the one hand, and of geographical
knowledge and imagination on the other. The analysis of questionnaire survey based on the
conceptual model suggests some findings. As there are considerable differences in the extent of
their local adjustment and felt difficulties among immigration types, nationalities, and dwelling
regions, foreign immigrants’ policies should be devised proper for their type and characters.

Keywords : foreign immigrants, local accommodation, geographical knowledge, geographical
imagination, mental map.
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