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Study on Terminology of Wardrobe

Sook-Kyung Cho” - Ho-Yang KangJf 3

ABSTRACT

This study focuses on wardrobes to examine how the terms have been changed by
comparing traditional Korean furniture in Chosun Dynasty and contemporary furniture
since the traditional furniture terms and forms have been changed like our life culture.
For chests and wardrobes, approximately 26 terms were used in Chosun Dynasty.
However, only five of them are currently used for top panels, hinges, drawers, mirrors,
and columns. For bedroom cabinets, 27 terms are used and 4 of them are changed with
the same meaning. The change of the terminology results from the life culture mostly.
While the Chosun Dynasty furniture terms were mostly presented as the Korean and
Chinese language, in the contemporary furniture ones Korean and Chinese together with
English are used. The English terms' usage results from hardwares imported from
overseas. The terms derived from the three different languages are presented not only

in the wardrobes but also other pieces generally.

Keywords: wardrobe, terminology, furniture.
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Fig. 3. Closet, Boruneo, 2009.
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Table 1. Comparison between Chosun Dynasty and Contemporary Wardrobes
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Table 2. Terms for Wardrobes in Chosun Dynasty (Park and Kim 2005)
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Table 3. Terms for Chests in Chosun Dynasty(Park and Kim 2005)
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Table 4. Terms of Contemporary Wardrobes
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Table 5. Comparison between the Terms of Chosun Dynasty and Contemporary Wardrobes
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